
In the Beginning 

Over time, people became that so evil that 

God destroyed all living things with a great 

flood, except for the animals and family of 

Noah, whom he saved in the ark. He did this 

to show his hatred for sin and his power to 

judge. God started over with Noah, but that 

people were still slaves to the sin inherited 

from Adam. People still refused to submit to 

God and his loving rule. God continued to 

love humanity despite their rebelliousness, 

but he would have to do something creative-

ly different to restore creation to his loving 

intent. So God made a promise to a man 

named Abraham, to whom he said: 
 

...in you and your offspring shall all the fami-
lies of the earth be blessed.  

Genesis 28:14 (ESV)   
 

Abraham had no children when this promise 

was given, but when he and his wife Sarah 

Jesus’ death on the cross was prophesied in 

the Old Testament and was part of God’s 

secret plan to defeat the power of Satan 

and overcome death, sin, and sickness.  
 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that 
God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— 23  this Jesus, delivered up 
according to the definite plan and fore-

knowledge of God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of lawless men. 24   God raised him 

up, loosing the pangs of death, because it 
was not possible for him to be held by it. 

Acts 2:22-24 (ESV)  
 

Jesus’ resurrection proved that he really is 

the Son of God, the Messiah, and the Lord 

of Lords, and that he won the battle against 

Satan. After his resurrection, he appeared 

to many of his followers and afterward was 

taken up to heaven where he sits at God’s 

right hand. The Apostle Paul wrote: 
 

For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
4  that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scrip-

were very old, God gave them a miracle 

child, Isaac, who was the first in a long line 

of children of promise, which would eventu-

ally culminate in the coming of the Messiah. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit said, “Let 

us make man in our image...And let them have 
dominion ...”  Genesis 1:26 (Paraphrase) 

 

God lovingly created people in his image to 

rule over the earth as his representatives, 

but Satan tricked Adam and Eve into believ-

ing that God is untrustworthy. Rather than 

to serve the Lord, they disobeyed his direct 

command, bringing the entire human race 

into slavery to sin, death, and the devil. 
 

... sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread 

to all men because all sinned—  

Romans 5:12 (ESV) 

God’s Promise to David 

Centuries passed. Abraham’s offspring be-

came a great nation called Israel, whom God 

delivered from Egypt and gave to them their 

own land. But Israel was not faithful to God, 

because of her ongoing slavery to sin. Nev-

ertheless, God gave them a king named Da-

vid, who loved God, to whom he promised: 
 

... I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will 

establish...the throne of his kingdom forev-
er.  2 Samuel 7:12-13 (ESV)  

 

The promises made to Abraham and David 

were fulfilled by the coming of Jesus, the 

long awaited messianic King who would bless 

the nations, show us what God is really like, 

and restore all things to God’s rule. His mi-

raculous birth fulfilled prophecies made 

about him hundreds of years earlier. Mary, a 

virgin, conceived Jesus through the direct 

action of the Holy Spirit, making God his 

Father. An angel said:  
 

...you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”  

Matthew 1:21 (ESV)  
 

Jesus went about preaching good news, heal-

ing the sick, raising the dead, and freeing 

the demonized, bringing God’s kingdom rule 

His Death, Burial, and  

Resurrection 

to the world. But the Jews did not believe in 

him. They rejected him as their king and 

Messiah, putting him to death on a cross. 

He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him. John 1:11 (ESV)   

God’s Promise to Abraham 

The Birth of Jesus 
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tures, 5  and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. 6  Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7  Then he ap-

peared to James, then to all the apostles.  
1 Corinthians 15:3-7 (ESV)  

 

Jesus now sits at God’s right hand. He will 

come back again to rule over all things in his 

Father’s name, fulfilling God’s loving plan 

for his creation. He will judge the living and 

the dead. Every knee will bow to him and 

every kingdom except his will be destroyed. 
 

Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
for certain that God has made him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci-
fied.”  Acts 2:36 (ESV) 

Continued from the other side... 

Our Response 

Now when they heard this they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the 

rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?” 38  And Peter said to them, 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of your sins, and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
Acts 2:37-38 (ESV)  

 

 Repent. Repentance means we change 

our minds, turn from sin, humble our-

selves, and earnestly seek for God’s 

help. Every human being is a sinner and 

needs God’s forgiveness. 
 

for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, Romans 3:23 (ESV) 

 

2. Believe the Gospel. Those who be-

lieve and proclaim that Jesus is the 

Lord will be born again, forgiven, and 

set free from sin, Satan’s power, sick-

ness, and death. They will become chil-

dren of God and inherit eternal life. 
 

If you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. Romans 10:9 (NLT)  

  

3. Be Baptized. Those who believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah should be water 

baptized, which is a public declaration 

that their old life is over and they 

have surrendered their lives to the 

Lord and will live for him in the future. 

4. Receive the Gift of the Spirit. 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is for 

every child of God and is called “the 

promise of the Father.” Jesus is the 

one who baptizes  in the Spirit. He 

gives this wonderful gift to empower 

believers to be his witnesses. 

5. Become a Disciple and a Disciple 

Maker. The Great Commission com-

mands all of Jesus’ followers to go and 

make disciples who will be followers of 

Christ and fishers of men. They will 

seek to live by Jesus’ teachings and 

love people as representatives of God’s 

kingdom here on earth. 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV) 


