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And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from 
there, 54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this 
man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the 
carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his 

brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all 
his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet 
is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own 
household.” 58 And he did not do many mighty works there, 

because of their unbelief. Matthew 13:53-58 (ESV) 
 

 What were the reasons for the people’s astonishment? 

 Where would the doubters have expected Jesus to acquire the 
wisdom and abilities he had? 

 

Insight: Believing that Jesus was getting “too big for his breeches” 
offended some of his audience. As a result they dishonored him and 
would not believe. (Compare to Romans 1:21-22.) 
 

 What was behind their inability to recognize and honor Jesus? 
 

Insight: God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. (Read 1 
Cor. 1:26-29.) If we dismiss others or ourselves because we are just 
“regular” people, we may rob ourselves and others of God’s help. 
How do the following questions and verses relate to our topic? 

 What sort of people generally are more able to receive even 
from “regular” people? (Hint: Matthew 5:3-6) 

 What makes it possible for God to use ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things? (Hint: Luke 1:37 and 2 Cor. 3:5-6) 

 How important is it for us to believe that God can work through 
us to do great things? (Hint: 1 Cor. 15:10 and Philippians 2:13) 

 What happens when we are able to receive God’s gift to us 
through ordinary people? (Hint: Matthew 10:40-41) 

 Is there anything we can do to help people to be able to receive 
from us what God has for them? 

 What should we do if people are unable to receive from us? 

 Prayer: Lord, use me to help others any way you see fit. 


