
Three Baptisms 

The first baptism we receive is performed 

by the Holy Spirit when we are born again 

into God’s family. The Spirit of God makes 

us one with Christ and his church.  
 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) 

  

The result of this baptism is that we are 

one with Christ and all those who are also 

part of his worldwide Body. The evidence 

that this baptism has taken place is internal 

and external. Internally the Holy Spirit con-

firms to us that we are God’s children. 

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are children of God,  

Romans 8:16 (NASB)  

Externally, other people should be able to 

see a difference in our lives because the 

new birth changes us from the inside out, 

beginning in our spirits. Over time, as we 

submit to the Lord in more areas of our 

And while staying with them he [Jesus] or-
dered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for 
John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” Acts 1:4-5 (ESV)  

 

When a person is born again, the Holy Spirit 

comes to live inside that person. He or she is 

joined to God’s Spirit and is one with Him.  
 

But the person who is joined to the Lord is 

one spirit with him.  

1 Corinthians 6:17 (NLT)  

The Spirit lives inside us for our benefit. He 

lives Christ’s life through us, strengthens us, 

and tells us that we belong to God. This un-

ion takes place when we are baptized into 

the body of Christ, the first baptism, and is 

confirmed when we are water baptized.  
 

The baptism in the Spirit is another experi-

ence with the Holy Spirit. In this baptism, 

Christ pours out his Spirit on God’s children. 

This baptism, like any other gift from God, 

is received by faith, but the evidence that 

we have received this baptism is when we 

lives, we will begin to think, speak, and act 

more and more like Jesus, something others 

will notice. 

Baptism into the Body of Christ can be 

thought of as a baptism by sprinkling be-

cause it is through this baptism that our 

hearts are cleansed from sin’s effects. 

You have come to Jesus,... and to the sprin-
kled blood, which speaks of forgiveness in-
stead of crying out for vengeance like the 

blood of Abel.   Hebrews 12:24 (NLT)  

Although there is only one water baptism, 

the Bible teaches us that there are two 

other baptisms, too. It is important that we 

receive each one on our faith journey. Vari-

ous church traditions have different ideas 

about baptism, but if we carefully look at 

the Scriptures, the meaning and purpose of 

each baptism will become clear to us. 

Baptism into Water 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

Matthew 28:19 (NASB)  

Jesus commanded his followers to baptize in 

water all those who decide to become his 

disciples - those who believe the Gospel and 

commit to following Jesus, living according 

to his teachings, sharing the Gospel, and 

teaching others to do the same. Water bap-

tism is first of all an act of surrender and 

obedience to Christ, the Lord. 

Secondly water baptism is a public declara-

tion that we believe that Jesus is the Lord 

and the only way to God. When we submit to 

water baptism, we declare that we belong to 

Jesus. 

Thirdly, water baptism signifies that our old 

self-centered life is finished. When we go 

down into the water we proclaim that we are 

dead to sin. When we come up out of the 

water, we announce that we are alive with 

Christ and will live from now on for him.  

Water baptism’s meaning is best conveyed 

by immersion. Just as Christ went down into 

death, we go down under the water. As he 

rose from the dead, we come up out of the 

water.  

We were buried therefore with him by bap-
tism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. Romans 6:4 (ESV)  
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speak in tongues or prophesy. Evidence pro-

vides an objective observer with clear 

proof of what happened inside. The purpose 

of the this baptism is to equip us to be bold 

and effective witnesses for Christ. Just as 

the Holy Spirit lives inside us for our bene-

fit, he is poured out on us for the sake of 

others. It is for ministry.  
 

But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

Acts 1:8 (ESV)  

Continued from the other side... 
 

And Peter said to them, “...you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 

promise is for you and for your children 
and for all who are far off, everyone whom 

the Lord our God calls to himself.”  

Acts 2:38-39 (ESV)  
 

Jesus said that we talk about whatever 

fills our hearts. (Luke 6:45) When God’s 

Spirit fills us, there will be some sort of 

verbal expression. The Bible gives several 

examples of when this happened. 
 

And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

Acts 2:4 (ESV)  

...the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured 
out even on the Gentiles. 46  For they were 
hearing them speaking in tongues and ex-

tolling God… Acts 10:45-46 (ESV) 

And when Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 

began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 

Acts 19:6 (ESV)  

The evidence (proof) that we receive the 

baptism in the Spirit is when we speak in 

tongues or prophesy. Other people can 

agree that we have received this gift when 

they hear the evidence. 

If we want to receive the baptism in the 

Holy Spirit, we should ask Jesus to baptize 

us in the Spirit, believe that he hears us 

and will answer our prayer, receive this 

gift by faith, thank God for giving it to us, 

and cooperate with the Holy Spirit as he 

gives us a verbal expression of this infill-

ing. Every believer can receive the baptism 

in the Spirit just as the first disciples did. 

All you have to do is ask.  

How Do We Receive the 

Baptism in the Spirit? 

Every gift from God is received by faith, 

and the baptism in the Spirit is no differ-

ent. God expects us to ask for what he 

promised and to believe that he gives it to 

us when we ask. 

So if you sinful people know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him.”  

Luke 11:13 (NLT)  
 

And this is the confidence that we have 
toward him, that if we ask anything accord-
ing to his will he hears us. 15  And if we know 

that he hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests that we 

have asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15 (ESV) 

We can know that God will give us the bap-

tism in the Spirit because we know he keeps 

his word. Peter made it clear that this 

promise is for all of us. 


