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After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, 
into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2   And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest. Luke 10:1-2 (ESV)  

Questions for Discussion 

 Jesus appointed 72 additional workers besides the twelve apostles. Why do you suppose he 
did this? 

 He sent them ahead in pairs wherever he was planning to go later. Why do you suppose he 
used this strategy? (Read Ecclesiastes 4:12.)  

 The harvest is not the problem. It is there to be gathered. Who do you suppose Jesus had in 
mind when he used the word “harvest?” Why do you think this? (Read Matthew 5:3-9.) 

 The real problem is a labor shortage. What kind of laborers is needed? (Read Matthew 9:35-
38.) 

 Why is prayer critical to God’s mission? (Read John 15:5-6.) 

 

Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4   Carry no 
moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5  Whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6  And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest 
upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7  And remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8 

 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Luke 10:3-8 
(ESV) 

Insights and Questions for Discussion 

 Is there any significance to this section beginning with “go?”  (Read Matthew 28:19-20.) 

Insight: The word “apostle” means “sent one.” When Jesus sent out the 72, he gave them an 
apostolic mission. All believers have been given this mission. We are sent into the world, just 
as Jesus was. (John 20:21)  

 What is the significance of being sent as “lambs in the midst of wolves?” (Read Matthew 
5:10-12.)  

Insight: Ambassadors of reconciliation are not allowed to use force to make converts. The 
trip was to be brief; so, the sent ones did not need extra weight as they travelled. Eastern 
salutations could be lengthy and drawn out and would hold up the messengers. A “son of 
peace” was a Hebrew idiom meaning a peaceful man.  

 What can we learn and put into practice from Jesus’ instruction to say, “Peace be to this 
house?” 

 How can we identify sons of peace? What is there role in the gospel? 
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 Why do you think Jesus gave such specific instructions on lodging and food? 

Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10  But 
whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11   ‘Even 
the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, 
that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12  I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for 
Sodom than for that town. Luke 10:9-12 (ESV) 

 The message consisted of word and deed. What other action ministry demonstrated the 
rule of God and confirmed the trustworthiness of the message? (Read Luke 9:1-2, 11:20, 
and 10:19.)  

 Why were demonstrations of power so important? (Read 1 Thessalonians 1:5.) 

 Are such demonstrations important and necessary today? Why do you think this? Can you 
give any scriptural justification for your thinking? 

 How are we to apply the last part of the passage above? Do you think we should give 
people one chance to respond to the gospel and move on? Why or why not? 

 

 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 
But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 15And you, 
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades. 16 “The one 
who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me 
rejects him who sent me.” Luke 10:13-16 (ESV)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 
name!” 18And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke 10:17-20 (ESV)  
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In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 
them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 22 All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who 
the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 23Then 
turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24For I 
tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” Luke 10:21-24 (ESV)  

 

Insights and Questions for Discussion 

Insight: The Bible teaches that we are composed of three parts: a body, a soul, and a spirit. 
(Read Genesis 2:7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23.) The spirit is the innermost part of our being where 
we are born again and commune with God. (Read John 3:3-8.) God intends for us to live out of 
our spirits in union with the Holy Spirit. (Read 1 Cor.6:17 and Galatians 5:25.) When Jesus 
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, the source of his joy came from the interaction of his spirit with the 
Holy Spirit.  

 Have you ever felt joy welling up from within, out of your spirit? What was it like? (Read 
John 7:38.)  

Insight: Sin blinds our eyes, deafens our ears, and hardens our hearts to God and his truth. Jesus 
came to reverse this awful condition. (Read Matthew 13:10-17.) When Jesus said that his Father 
has hidden wonderful truths from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to little 
children, he taught us that we can only know him and the Father through revelation. If the Holy 
Spirit does not reveal Christ to us, we will never know the truth and believe in our hearts.  

 Why do you think Jesus found a reason for joy in acknowledging how God works to hide the 
gospel from some and reveal himself to others? 

 Does it bother you that we cannot know God unless Jesus makes the choice to reveal him to 
us? Why or why not? 

Insight: Jesus made it clear elsewhere that we cannot come to him unless the Father draws us. 
(Read John 6:44 and 6:65.) If we feel drawn to know Christ, it is a sure sign that God’s Spirit is at 
work in us. Putting what we learn from Luke with what is in John, we see that we cannot know 
the Father unless Jesus reveals him to us, and we cannot know the Son unless the Father draws 
us. The sequence is that the Father, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, draws us to Christ 
through opening our hearts to the gospel. After we come to Jesus, it is his ministry to reveal the 
Father to us. (John 1:18) The Bible teaches us that Jesus is the perfect representation of the 
Father and by knowing him, we know the Father. (Read Hebrews 1:1-3 and John 14:8-9.) 

 Why do you think Jesus rejoiced at the evidence that people were coming to know him and 
his Father? (Read John 17:3.) 

 What activity of the Spirit should we be looking for in people with whom we share the 
gospel? 
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Insight: Fatalism- that we are mere puppets controlled by an unknown destiny - is not taught 
anywhere in the Bible. However, God’s sovereignty – his ability to orchestrate all things for good 
and to accomplish his will – is a main doctrine. God’s purpose is to draw us into a dynamic 
partnership with him in which he takes the lead and we follow. God’s grace fuels the work we 
do. (Read 1 Cor.15:10.) There is a fascinating Greek word that describes this partnership well – 
sunantilambanomai. It is found in Romans 8:26 – “The Spirit helps us in our weakness.” Literally 
the Greek word means God takes hold together with us against our weaknesses and infirmities. 
The Holy Spirit wants to make us ministry partners. 

 How can we partner with the Spirit in ministry to others? 

 Jesus said that he only did what he saw the Father doing. How can we put this principle to 
work in our own lives? 

 How can we best pray for the people with whom we are sharing the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 6 Pastor Pete Beck III 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, 
“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 29 But he, desiring to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, 
leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw 
him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, 
and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 

Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 
robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 
likewise.” Luke 10:25-37 (ESV)  

 

Insights and Questions for Discussion 

Insight: The Bible teaches that we are composed of three parts: a body, a soul, and a spirit. 
(Read Genesis 2:7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23.) The spirit is the innermost part of our being where 
we are born again and commune with God. (Read John 3:3-8.) God intends for us to live out of 
our spirits in union with the Holy Spirit. (Read 1 Cor.6:17 and Galatians 5:25.) When Jesus 
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, the source of his joy came from the interaction of his spirit with the 
Holy Spirit.  

 Have you ever felt joy welling up from within, out of your spirit? What was it like? (Read 
John 7:38.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 7 Pastor Pete Beck III 

Martha and Mary 

 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 

and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up 
to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then 

to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will 

not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:38-42 (ESV) 

 

 Many of us are extremely familiar with this passage. Is it possible to temporarily divest 
ourselves of our previous thoughts and try to reenter the world of these two sisters? If so, 
what is the first thing that strikes you about this passage?  

 For which sister do you feel more empathy? Why? 

 

Insights and Questions for Discussion 

Insight: According to John 12:1, the village was Bethany, likely a frequent stopover for Jesus and 
his band on any trips between Galilee and Jerusalem. Martha may have been the older (dare I 
say, more responsible) sister who took responsibility for the household. The Greek word for 
“listened” is the imperfect which communicates repeated action. The verse could easily be 
paraphrased: “Mary…was continually listening to Jesus as was her custom.” The Greek word for 
“distracted” means to be pulled away or pulled apart.  

 Was there anything unusual about Mary’s sitting at Jesus’ feet listening to his teaching? 

 Do you think Martha served the Lord with joy or resentment?  Why? 

 What do you think the deepest reason for her resentment was? 

 What was the basis of Martha’s appeal? What did Martha ask Jesus to do for her? 

 Are you surprised by Jesus’ answer? Why or why not?  

 Martha knew Jesus well. Do you think she was caught off guard by his answer? Why or why 
not? 

 Martha was distracted by “much” service and anxious and disturbed about many things. 
Why is this significant? 

 What is the “one thing” and the “good portion” that Mary chose? (Psalm 73:25-26) 

 Why do you think Jesus gently rebuked the hard working servant in favor of the one who sat 
listening to his words? 

 What can you personally take away from this passage that will help you become a better 
follower of Jesus? 
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Insight: Read John Chapters 11 and 12 and compare to passage above. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 What do you like most about the Lord’s Prayer?  Why?  

 What do you think it was like to listen to Jesus pray?  
 

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you pray, 

say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread, 4 

and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us 
not into temptation.” Luke 11:1-4 (ESV) 

 

Insights and Questions for Discussion 

Insight: Pater in Greek means Father. It is often coupled with the Aramaic word Abba, which is 
more like “Daddy.”  

 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from 
Me; yet not what I will, but what You will." Mark 14:36 (NASB) 

 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16  The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, Romans 8:15-16 (NASB) 

 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 
"Abba! Father!" Galatians 4:6 (NASB) 

 How significant is it to you that Jesus told us to address God in a familiar way?  

 Do you see any dangers connected to approaching God in this way? 

 How are you most comfortable addressing God? 

 

Insight: “Hallowed” means to “make holy, to consecrate or set apart.” The very first thing we 
are to pray for is that people will glorify God and venerate his name.  

 What is the most significant thing about praying that God’s name be honored and that he 
be glorified? 

 Is this how you usually begin your prayers? Why or why not?  
 

Insight: “Your kingdom come” indicates that it is not yet here, at least not completely. There is a 
now but not yet aspect to God’s kingdom. 

 How does the kingdom of God come? 

 What is our role in the process?  
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Insight: The kingdom of God came at first in the person of the King, Jesus. The kingdom comes 
secondly when someone is born again and makes the decision to become a follower of Christ 
and a fisher of men, thus committing himself or herself to live by his teachings and make 
disciples. The kingdom of God comes in a third way when disciples influence the community and 
world around them in a godly way. The kingdom of God will come completely when Jesus 
returns. Read the following scriptures and discuss their implications. 

 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.” Mark 1:15 (ESV) 

 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. Luke 11:20 (ESV) 

 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you 
workers of evil!’ 28   In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you 
yourselves cast out. 29  And people will come from east and west, and from north and south, 
and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30  And behold, some are last who will be first, 
and some are first who will be last.” Luke 13:27-30 (ESV)  

 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, 
“The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, 21  nor will they say, ‘Look, 
here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” Luke 17:20-21 
(ESV)  

 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter 
it.” Luke 18:17 (ESV)  

 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to 
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear 
immediately. Luke 19:11 (ESV)  

 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5  Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. John 3:3-5 (ESV)  

 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. Acts 14:22 (ESV) 

 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17 (ESV) 

 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 1 Corinthians 4:20 (ESV)  

 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 51  Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
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For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 53  For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality. 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 (ESV)  

 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 
covetous ( that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
Ephesians 5:5 (ESV)  

 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 2 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV)  

 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 Timothy 4:1 (ESV)  

 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 
Revelation 12:10 (ESV) 
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More on Prayer 

 

 When you pray, do you picture God as your friend, your Father, an impartial judge, a 
disinterested and preoccupied individual, or someone or something else?  

 Why is it important how we see God when we pray? 
 

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing 
to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, 
and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though 
he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence 

he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, 

and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father 
among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for 

an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him!” Luke 11:5-13 (ESV) 

 

Insight: It is significant that Jesus used the word “friend” to describe both the person in need 
and the one with the provision. The one knocking at the door was a mediator of sorts between 
one with the provision and the one with the need and was a friend of both. Jesus fulfills just 
such a mediatorial role in behalf of those who put their trust in him. 

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Hebrews 
9:24  (ESV)  

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25 (ESV)  

Jesus has a unique position in which to be our mediator. He is both God and man and 
understands completely the two points of view. He is able to pray without bias on our behalf 
for that which is beneficial to both us and God. His prayers are always in harmony with God’s 
will and our actual needs. When we pray for others, we are allowed to share in Jesus’ 
intercessory role. This is particularly effective when we pray “in the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit 
“helps” us in the exercise. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:26-28 (ESV) 

The English word “helps” in the passage above is a translation of the Greek word 
“sunantilambanomai,” which literally means “takes hold of with us against.” We could translate 
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the first sentence, “Likewise the Spirit takes hold with us against our weaknesses.” The English 
world “weakness” comes from the Greek word “asthenia,” which means “weakness, frailty, 
sickness, or disease.” Jesus told us that the “spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” when he 
warned his disciples to keep watching and praying that you might not enter into temptation, 
trial, or testing. (Matthew 26:41) The Holy Spirit will assist us in interceding on behalf of others 
and ourselves against weaknesses, temptation, sickness, and disease. When the Spirit prays he 
always does so in complete harmony both with God’s will and our best interests. His help 
enables us to enter into the intercessory role of Jesus, which is able to completely save us. We 
are called to pray in the Spirit at all times, but, of course, we fail. Jesus however, never fails. To 
be saved to the “uttermost” means both “completely” and “forever.” 

 Have you ever before considered Jesus’ ongoing intercessory prayer ministry? How does 
this affect how you see him? 

 How is being saved by his prayer ministry different from being born again? Justified? 

 Why do you think we need his continual intercessory prayer? (Read Luke 22:31-32.) 

 Why do you think we are invited into this intercessory ministry? 

 Why is praying in the Spirit so essential? 

 What is praying in the Spirit? (Read 1 Corinthians 14:15, Ephesians 6:18, and Jude 1:20.) 
 

Insight: The intercessor in the parable we are studying came to his sleeping friend because his 
travelling friend had a pressing need. If he had just arrived after a long trip, he was most likely 
famished. The intercessor, therefore, had a good reason to shamelessly persist in knocking on 
his friend’s door, even though getting up would greatly inconvenience his friend. People at that 
time often lived in one-room dwellings. At night the parents and children slept in the same 
room. Getting up would have disturbed everyone. The intercessor knew this but persisted 
anyway, eventually getting what his famished travelling friend desperately needed. 

 Have you ever persistently knocked on God’s door on behalf of someone else? What 
was the result? 

 Would you be more motivated to pray if you knew you are the only person who can 
stand in the gap for a desperate friend? 

 Why do you think Jesus wants us to compare praying to God with inconveniencing a 
friend at night? 

 

Insight: Jesus teaches us to keep on asking for what we do not have, keep on seeking for what 
we do not understand or see, and keep on knocking when obstacles stand in our way. The use 
of the present imperative verb tense lets us know that Jesus wants prayer to be a continual 
habit of life. He promises that all such prayer will be answered. Jesus also teaches us that God is 
much more inclined to help us than even a friend would be. He is our loving who is even more 
generous and loving that earthly fathers are. The use of the phrase “how much more” is meant 
to emphasize this. Luke particularly emphasizes the gift of the Spirit; whereas, Matthew, in a 
parallel passage, promises that God will give us “good things.” (Matthew 7:11) 

 How has this study helped you? 

 Are you more or less inspired to pray? 
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A Kingdom Divided 

 

 When you think about demons that are mentioned in the Bible, how do you envision 
them – as personal beings with personalities and characteristics, as impersonal forces, 
or as an anachronism from the times when people used to believe in that sort of thing?  

 If you were the devil, what would be your strategy in today’s world? 

 

Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute 
man spoke, and the people marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He casts out demons by 

Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16 while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign 
from heaven. 17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, 

how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I cast out 
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your 

judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. Luke 11:14-20 (ESV) 

 

Insight: The demon that Jesus cast out was unable to speak, and he, she, it kept the demonized 
man from being able to speak.  

 What conclusions may we draw from this bit of information? 

 Why do you suppose Jesus’ enemies accused him of being in league with the devil? 

 Why were some testing him by seeking a sign from heaven when the exorcism itself was 
a sign? 

 How do you suppose that Jesus knew their thoughts? 

Insight: Instead of arguing from a theological perspective, Jesus used simple common sense to 
render his enemies’ accusations impotent. If Satan would not fight against himself, then the 
logical conclusion is that Jesus’ enemies are in league with Satan. Next Jesus asks them a 
question which they cannot answer concerning what power or authority Jewish exorcists use. 
Rather than judging his enemies himself, he leaves it to their exorcist colleagues. Finally Jesus 
makes a theological statement showing the exorcism is a sign of the coming of God’s kingdom. 

 Why do you think Jesus used the “finger” of God in his description of exorcism? (Read 
Exodus 8:16-19 and Deuteronomy 9:10.) 

 What does this passage teach us that we can use in a practical way? 

 

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted 

and divides his spoil. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather 
with me scatters. Luke 11:21-23 (ESV) 
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 Who is the strong man? The “one stronger than he?” 

Insight: Jesus uses military terminology relating to an offensive war – attacks, overcomes, takes 
away his armor, and divides his spoil. This corresponds to the verse in Acts. 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. Acts 10:38 (ESV) 

 When you share the gospel, pray for people, and minister in the gifts and power of the 
Holy Spirit, do you see this more as service to those in need or spiritual warfare against 
the dominion of darkness? Why? Is it important how we understand ministry? 

“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking 
rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when it 

comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits 
more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse 

than the first.” Luke 11:24-26 (ESV) 

 

Insight: Various names are given to evil spirits in the New Testament. One of them is “unclean,” 
which means “impure.” Jesus makes a clear differentiation between the state of the unclean 
spirit when it is dwelling inside a human body and when it is not. Outside the body the spirit is 
said to be unable to find pause, cessation, or rest, which is unacceptable. It is interesting that 
the unclean spirit refers to the person’s body as “my house.” 

 What can we learn about the spiritual state of the man from whom the unclean spirit 
was cast out? 

 Why do you think unclean spirits desire to live in a human body? 

 Why do you think the unclean spirit sought out seven more vile spirits with whom to 
cohabit the person? 

 What can we learn from this passage? 
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The Authority of the Believer over Evil Spirits 

 

Definition: The Greek word often translated as “possessed” literally means “demonized”. 

Demonization is oppression from evil beings whose origin is uncertain who are in league with 
the devil to kill, steal, destroy, deceive and generally oppress people, including Christians. Jesus 
has already defeated Satan and all his power. We have the privilege of using Christ’s authority 
to enforce that defeat in dependence upon the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Biblical Foundation 
Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has made a public disgrace of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross. Colossians 2:15 (NET1) 
 

And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons and 
to heal diseases. Luke 9:1 (NASB)  
 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Luke 10:19 (NASB)  
 

These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, 
they will speak with new tongues; Mark 16:17 (NASB) 
 

Can a Christian have a demon? 
The argument that a Christian cannot have a demon is based on the improper translation of the 
Greek word “daimonizomai”, which simply means to be demonized. If the word is wrongly 
translated “to be possessed”, then the argument is made that we are possessed by the Holy 
Spirit and cannot be owned by two different beings. But since the word means to be oppressed, 
there is not logical argument that would prevent a Christian from suffering at the hands of a 
demon, IF the person has opened the door through unbelief, sin or ignorance. Once the proper 
steps have been taken to close those doors and apply by faith Christ’s victory on the cross, relief 
is insured. The Holy Spirit will enforce Christ’s victory when we believe and practice the truth and 
use Christ’s authority. 
 

Christ’s Authority Trumps Demonic Power 
Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Luke 10:19 (NASB)  

1. Never get into a “power struggle” with a demon. 
2. Be confident that the devil has already been defeated.  
3. Rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to enforce Christ’s authority. We are not the 

originators of either. We are vessels, ambassadors, representatives of God. 
4. Calmly command the demon to leave. There is no need to shout, wrestle, etc.  
5. Understand that the enemy is a deceiver and a bluffer. Don’t fall for it. 

 

Some Demons Identified in the Bible 



• unclean spirit  
• spirit of infirmity 
• spirit of cowardice or fear 
• spirit of python – fortune telling, 

divination 

• spirit of slavery - bondage, 
addictions, legalism  

• spirit of antichrist 
• spirit of stupor 
• lying spirit 

 

Some Biblical Terms Relating to Demons 
• Afflict – to apply pressure 
• Harass – to distress or trouble 
• Dispirit – to throw down 
• Oppress – to exercise power over 
• Torment – make a person hurt 

himself and cry out 
• Inflict physical problems – such as 

sickness, deafness, blindness, 
muteness, seizures 

• Try to destroy – such as throw 
someone into a fire 

• Make insane – such as the Gerasene 
demoniac 

• Unclean spirit - Afflicts with 
impurity, sexual or otherwise 

• Terrify – to fall upon, startle , terrify 
(Saul) 

 

Open Doors to Demonic Oppression 
• Inherited Curses and Demons 
• Sins of the Flesh 
• Physical and Emotional Trauma and 

Abuse 

• Passive Trance or State of Mind 
• Occult Involvement 

 

Diagnosing and Discerning Demons 
Demons should never be the first thing we think of when a person is in bondage. Instead we 
should assume the bondage is related to other things unless the Holy Spirit gives us clear 
discernment. Let God clearly identify them or you may end up ministering confusion to the 
person you are working with. If you claim to cast out a demon when nothing was there, there 
will be no easing of the problem. 

1. Teach Person to Surrender to the Lordship of Christ (Jam. 4:7) 
2. Apply the Victory of the Cross 
3. Teach Person to Believe the Truth 
4. Apply Christ’s Victory to Generational Sins and Curses 
5. Deal with Ungodly Beliefs and Inner Hurts 
6. If bondage remains or if you sense the presence of an evil spirit, rely on the Holy Spirit 

to give clear discernment. 
7. Ask a team of individuals who have a gift of discerning of demons to help you. 

 

Dealing with Demons 
• Confess and renounce any sin, belief, generational sin, occult involvement, etc. that gave 

entrance to demonic activity. 
• Consciously and verbally submit to Christ’s Lordship. 
• By faith clothe yourself with Christ’s righteousness and authority. 
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• Declare Christ’s victory over demonic powers through the cross. 
• Bind spirits in Christ’s name, forbidding them to “act out” or manifest in any way 

contrary to Christ’s will. 
• Command spirits to leave in the name and authority of Jesus Christ. 
• Turn over obstinate demons to Christ for him to handle and send where he wishes. 

 

Dealing with Defiant Demons 
If demons resist, try to determine if they still have some “legal ground” for staying. 

• Unconfessed secret sin or vow 
• Undealt with generational sin 
• Unconfessed or unrenounced occult involvement 
• Agreement with a lie 

 

Post-Deliverance Ministry 
1. Assure that the power of the demon is broken. 
2. Warn of spiritual warfare counter attacks. 
3. Instruct to quickly repent when needed. 
4. Encourage to maintain spiritual disciplines. 
5. Charge to be accountable. 
6. Break any remaining “soul ties”. 
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True Blessedness 

 

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the 
womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 28 But he said, “Blessed rather are 

those who hear the word of God and keep it!” Luke 11:27-28 (ESV) 

 
Insight: The word “womb” is a synecdoche, a figure of speech in which part of something 
represents the whole. “Womb” represents “mother.” Jesus emphasized obedience to God 
above natural family ties, even as close as mother to child.  
 

Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the 
crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see 
you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.” Luke 8:19-21 (ESV)  
 

 When Jesus made this statement, what effect do you think it had on the hearers? 

 Why do you think he said it? 

 What effect is it meant to have on us? 
 

The Sign of Jonah 

 

When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It 
seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a 
sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The queen of the 
South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she 

came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something 
greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, 
something greater than Jonah is here. Luke 11:29-32 (ESV) 

 
Insight: Jesus answered those in verse 16 who were clamoring for a sign. In Matthew’s version 
of this incident (Matthew 12:39), Jesus describes the generation (the leaders) as not only being 
“evil,” but also adulterous. Their hearts had gone astray from God. Spiritual adultery was 
committed in the Garden when Adam and Eve chose to “know” good and evil rather than 
depend on God and know only what he told them or gave them to know. People commit literal 
physical adultery when they opt to “know” another human being sexually outside of the 
marriage covenant, rather than voluntarily to limit sexual knowledge or experience to their 
spouses. The temptation is basically the same between spiritual and physical adultery. In both 
cases, the adulterer believes there is something to gain by having knowledge or experience 
outside the bounds ordained by God. The adulterous heart is always looking for something 
outside of what God has given us instead of being content with what we have. Instead of being 
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humble and reliant upon God’s revelation in and through Christ, the Jewish leaders were 
looking for something that they could call their own. The were independent of what God was 
bringing to them through his Son. They missed God’s goodness in an arrogant search for what 
might satisfy their insatiable thirst for self-righteousness and self-aggrandizement. When we 
demand God to satisfy our own lust for spiritual “proof,” if our hearts are not right with God, 
we will miss what God is putting right in front of us.  

 Have you ever been so negative that you could not see the forest for the trees? 

 What can help a person in that frame of mind? 

 What can we learn from how Jesus responded to them? 
 
Insight: Jonah became a sign to Nineveh by emerging from the belly of a fish after three days 
and three nights in order to preach a message of repentance.  
 

 How would you compare and contrast what happened to Jonah with what happened to 
Jesus? (Read Jonah 2:1-10.) 

 
For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Matthew 12:40 (ESV) 
 

 How was Jonah a sign to the people of Nineveh? 

 What do you suppose Jonah looked like when he emerged from the fish? 

 Do you think the tale of Jonah preceded him into the city? 

 What difference was there between the Assyrians in Nineveh and the Jews in 
Jerusalem? 

 How Jonah’s sign related to the sign of Jesus’ resurrection? 

 What do we learn about how Jesus understood his coming death and resurrection? 

 How was the resurrection an answer or sign that was not expected or understood by 
most of the Jews? 

 Are there ways God wishes to reveal himself to us to which we may be blind? Can you 
think of any possibilities? 

 
Insight: The Queen of Sheba came to Solomon because she heard of his wisdom and greatness. 
(Read 2 Chronicles 9:1-8.)  
 

 How was the behavior of the Queen similar to the Jewish leaders? 

 How was it markedly different? 

 What did the Queen see in Solomon that the Jews should have recognized in Jesus? 

 What do we learn about how Jesus understood himself from his reference to Solomon? 

 How should we compare Jesus to King David as opposed to King Solomon? (Read 1 Kings 
9:1-5.) 

 How can we benefit from what we learn from this passage? 
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 How can what we just read help us to address the questions and concerns of people 
with whom we share the gospel? 

 

The Light in You  

 

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those 
who enter may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, 

your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. 35 Therefore be 
careful lest the light in you be darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part 
dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.” Luke 11:33-36 (ESV) 

 
Insight: Lighting a lamp is a significant thing in a very dark place. This is an easily understood 
word picture. People would have readily understood how silly it would be to light a lamp in 
order to hide it. 

 What do you think the word “lamp” stood for in Jesus’ mind or in the mind of his 
hearers?  (Read Matthew 5:13-16.) 

 How can we apply this teaching to our own lives? 

 On a scale from 1 to 10, how would you rate your success in letting your light shine? 

 If we fail to shine as we should for Jesus, what will be the result? 

 If we do shine as we should, what might happen? 

 

Insight: Light enters the body through the eye. Likewise, spiritual light enters our souls through 
the “eyesight” of revelation. (Read Matthew 13:11-17 and 2 Corinthians 4:6.) The general well-
being of a person is directly connected to his or her ability to see correctly.  

 What could make the eye “bad?” 

 What do you think it would look like for the light in us to be darkness? 

 Would a person know if that were the case? 

 What do you think it means to have “no part dark?” 

 

Woes to the Pharisees 

 

While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in and reclined at 
table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 And the 
Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside 
you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the 
inside also? 41 But give as alms those things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for 

you. 42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 
justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 
43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and greetings in the 
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marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them 
without knowing it.” Luke 11:37-43 (ESV) 

Insight: As a pastor, I have been invited to dinner only to find out it was the host’s opportunity 
to announce that he or she was leaving the church. Sharing meals should be an opportunity to 
develop a friendship. As a rule, the Pharisees were hostile to Jesus, and, judging by the tenor of 
Jesus’ remarks, he must have picked this up. Jesus’ rebukes would not have been given to an 
honest seeker who merely had a question and wanted to learn. Luke merely said that the host 
was “surprised,” but I believe we can surmise that he was also judgmental; otherwise, Jesus’ 
response would not have made sense. 

 Why do you wash your hands before dinner? 

 Why did the Pharisees wash theirs? (Read Mark 7:5.) 

 Do you think that Jesus knew that the Pharisees would be offended by his not keeping 
their extra-biblical tradition? 

 Try to explain the Lord’s logic in verse 39. Does it make sense to you? (Read Luke 16:14 
and 20:47.) 

 What do you think verse 40 means? (Read Psalm 14:1 and 53:1.) 

Insight: The New English Translation presents the above verse like this: But give from your heart 
to those in need, and then everything will be clean for you. Luke 11:41 (NET1)  

Insight: Justice and the love of God is expressed in caring for the poor and oppressed. (Read 
Micah 6:8 and Zechariah 7:8-10.) 

 How do verses 42 and 43 hold together as a unit of thought? 

 Why do you think religious people tend to gravitate more to keeping strict rules than to 
issues of mercy, justice, and love? 

 Do you think tithing is still important? Why or why not? 

 Why was it wrong for the Pharisees to love greetings in the marketplace and the best 
seats in the synagogues? 

Insight: Any contact with a corpse or with a grave was a defilement. Even to step on a grave 
without knowing it they held to be a breach of the Law. Usually graves were painted white 
so that they would be visible by night as well as by day. Jesus said that the Pharisees, by 
their example, unconsciously caused other men to break the Law and defile themselves 
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary. (Read Numbers 19:16 and Matthew 23:27-28.) 

 Why do you suppose Jesus rebuked the Pharisees so strongly for their pride, greed, and 
sinfulness? 

 What can we learn from this for ourselves? 

 What do you think Jesus would upbraid the church for today? (Read Revelation 3:14-
22.) 
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to the Lawyers 

 

One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult us also.” 46 And he 
said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you 

yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! For you build the 
tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are witnesses and you consent to the 

deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the 
Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and 

persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may 
be charged against this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who 

perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this 
generation. 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not 
enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” 53 As he went away from there, 

the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard and to provoke him to speak about many 
things, 54   lying in wait for him, to catch him in something he might say. Luke 11:45-54 (ESV) 

Insight: Jesus’ listeners were aware that they were being rebuked, but they interpreted it as an 
insult.  

 What does this tell us about how they viewed Jesus? 

 What are lawyers even today known for? 

 Do you think the lawyer who commented to Jesus in verse 45 was trying to provoke 
Jesus or merely making an observation? 

Insight: Jesus then turned his attention to them and proceeded to rebuke them for several 
transgressions. 

 For putting an intolerable burden on the people by adding to the Law of Moses their 
oral traditions, but not helping the people keep them… (Matthew 23:3) 

 Why was this so wrong? 

 For religious hypocrisy, for pretending to honor the prophets when really they hated 
them (Jesus and John the Baptist), just as did their murderous ancestors… “The only 
prophet you honor is a dead prophet.” 

 Why do you think Jesus pointed this out to them? 

 For collaborating with those who murdered the prophets 

Insight: Jesus then told them that they would inherit the “curse” or judgment for murder that 
had been accumulating since the beginning of Genesis until the last book of the Old Testament, 
Zechariah. (Genesis 4:10, 2 Chron. 24:20-22, Hebrews 12:24) This prophecy was fulfilled when 
the Romans sacked Jerusalem. 
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 Do you think it was fair that the judgment for all those murders fell on that generation? 
Was it just? What is the difference?  

 What might be the reason that that generation was chosen to endure the brunt of 
accumulated judgment? 

 What do we learn about generational sin from Jesus’ words? (Exodus 34:6-7) 

 How can we make sure that the judgment for our ancestors’ sins does not fall upon us? 
(Galatians 3:13-14) 

 What is “the key of knowledge?” (Malachi 2:7-8, Matthew 23:13, Luke 7:30) 

 How would it bar the lawyers and their hearers from entering the kingdom of heaven? 

Insight: The lawyers paid no heed to Jesus’ rebukes. Instead, they redoubled their efforts to 
ensnare him. (Matthew 22:15, Mark 3:2, Luke 20:20, John 8:6 

 Have you ever had an antagonist who laid in wait to trap you? How did it feel, or how 
would you imagine it would feel to have such an enemy? 

 How would you respond to these kinds of attacks? 

 What do we learn about Jesus from how he responded? 
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Beware of Hypocrisy 

 

In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were 
trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, 

and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops.          
Luke 12:1-3 (ESV) 

 Why do you think the crowds were following Jesus? 

Insight: It is noteworthy that Jesus was not impressed by the thousands. He was more 
concerned with the development of his inner circle of followers.   

 What is so insidious about hypocrisy? (Read 1 Cor. 5:6-7.) 

 How does Jesus motivate his disciples to abandon hypocrisy? 
o Covered up, hidden, said in the dark, whispered  
o Revealed, known, heard, proclaimed 

Insight: Jesus is the Judge of the living and the dead. God alone knows what are the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12) He will hold all persons accountable for their lives – 
their thoughts, words, motives, and actions. (Acts 17:31) 

 What is so challenging about being open and honest with others regarding our sin? 

 Have you ever been in a group that encourages this kind of transparency? What was the 
result? 

Insight: If we confess our sins now, we can avoid the later embarrassment of having them 
exposed publicly. (Read 1 John 1:9, Hebrews 8:12, and 1 Tim. 5:24-25.) Our first responsibility is 
to confess to God. Secondly, the Lord wants us to confess our sins to one another. (James 5:16)  

 What are the benefits for us in confessing our sins to other people? 

 What are the dangers, if any? (Read Galatians 6:1.) 

Insight: The Roman Catholic Church instituted the sacrament of confession whereby individuals 
confess their sins to ordained “priests” who absolve them from their sins in Christ’s name.  

 What do you think of this way of approaching James’ exhortation to confess our sins to 
one another? (Read Hebrews 8:10-13 and 9:11-28.) 

 Is there any scriptural basis for absolving individuals in Christ’s stead? (Read John 20:23 
and James 5:15.) 

 How does Matthew 18:35 contribute to understanding how our sins can be retained? 
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 What are the benefits of being absolved in Christ’s name by another human being? 

 What are the potential dangers? 

 How would you sum up what we have just discussed? 

 

 

Fear of God vs. The Fear of Man 

 

“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more 
that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has 

authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? 
And not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows. 8 “And I tell you, everyone 
who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of 
God, 9 but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God. 10 And 

everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you before the 

synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend 
yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you 

ought to say.” Luke 12:4-12 (ESV) 

 Why do you think Jesus gave his disciples this warning? 

 How much does this passage apply to us today? 

 How much comfort do these words give you? 

Insight: Jesus’ followers would soon face persecution unto death. In order to strengthen them 
against this threat, Jesus warned them to focus on fearing his heavenly Father because of his 
authority and power to cast people into hell. He repeated his statement twice. The fear of God 
and his punishment of sinners is an antidote to the fear of man. 

The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe. Proverbs 29:25 (ESV)  

The second way that Jesus strengthens his disciples against the threat of persecution is to 
remind that that God also loves them and sovereignly cares for them. 

The third point Jesus makes to enable his followers to endure persecution is to promise that 
God will reward those who publicly acknowledge and stand for Christ. Conversely, they who 
deny Christ will be denied. 

The fourth encouraging point Jesus makes is that the Holy Spirit will help us make a defense for 
our faith when we are put on trial.  

 Which of these points do you find most encouraging?  

 Which is the least encouraging? 
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 How do you imagine that you might do under persecution? 

 How important are these verses to the average American Christian? 

 

 

 

Warning against Covetousness 

 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said 

to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of 

a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”          

Luke 12:13-21 (ESV) 

 What is the main point you get from this parable? 

 Does anything in this parable surprise or confuse you? 

 How does this passage challenge you? 

Insight: The brother who approached Jesus assumed that his position was a righteous one and 
one Jesus would support him in his request. He did not ask Jesus to give godly input, but to 
render a verdict. Jesus would not allow anyone to use him to prop up selfishness. Interesting 
isn’t it, that the judge of all creation refused to step between brothers to settle a dispute! Jesus 
immediately turned to the crowd to warn them against covetousness. 

 How do you think the brother who made the original request felt at this point? 

 In the parable of the rich man, what do you think Jesus’ main point was? 

 How would you compare the attitude of the rich man to those who save for retirement 
today? 

 What is the purpose of gaining a position of being independently wealthy? What would 
Jesus say about that? 

 Do you see any contradiction between being rich toward God and laying up treasure 
here on earth? 

 What do you take away from this passage that will help you live for God more fully and 
joyfully? 

 



Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 27 Pastor Pete Beck III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Not Be Anxious 

 

And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious (be worried, concerned) 
about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life (the 

soul) is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither 
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour 

to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious 
about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the 

grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are 

to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your 
Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added 
to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 
Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not 
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no 

moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Luke 12:22-34 (ESV) 

 What impacts you the most in the passage above? 

 Do you have a question to ask the text? 

 Does anything bother you about Christ’s teaching above? 

Insight: This passage builds upon the one which precedes it. The warning about the wealthy 
man who was not rich toward God culminates in Jesus’ admonition against focusing on money 
and what it can buy. It is a warning against worrying about having our needs met that concludes 
with an exhortation to be radically generous. If God has promised to give us his kingdom, we 
should be generous with our money. 

 What are the three reasons Jesus gives us for not worrying? 
o Verse 23 __________________________________________________________ 
o Verse 24 __________________________________________________________ 
o Verse 25 __________________________________________________________ 

 Jesus uses two forms of address that are interesting. How do they affect you? 
o “O you of little faith” 



Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 28 Pastor Pete Beck III 

o “Little flock” 

 How does Jesus argument in verse 28 affect you? 

 We have a choice to devote ourselves to seeking after the things the world pursues 
(food, clothing, etc.) or to seek God’s kingdom. Where are you in the process of being 
delivered from worrying about natural provision? 

 How does Jesus’ prescription for happiness (verses 32-34) affect you? 

 Who has given it a try? What was the result? 

 What one verse seems to sum up entire passage? 

Be Ready 

 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their 
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. 
Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come 
and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed 
are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this 

parable for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom 
his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? 43 

Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you, he 
will set him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in 

coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 
46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he 

does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who 
knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe 

beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light 
beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the more. Luke 12:35-48 (ESV) 

 What stands out the most to you in the passage above? 

Insight: The overwhelming emphasis in the above passage is on being ready for Christ’s return. 
The Oriental groom, after a supper with his friends, went to the house of the bride to claim her. 
Since the return procession took place late at night, the groom expected his servants to be 
dressed for work and to have their lamps lighted. The traditional wedding preparation was a 
symbol of readiness for his return. The Wycliffe Bible Commentary 

 How relevant are the cultural differences between Christ’s time and ours? 

 How well do you relate to the concept that Jesus is our Lord or Master? How important 
is that concept to a follower of Christ? Why? 

 How surprising do you think it was when Jesus said that the Master would serve? Why? 
What does that tell us about the Christian life? How does that compare to what you 
observe in the church in general? How can that be remedied? 
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Insight: Skepticism about the Master’s return led to laxity of conduct and misuse of authority. 
The fear of the Lord inspires us to lead upright lives and be fully committed to Jesus. 

 How does Jesus’ threat to cut into pieces those who are disobedient impact you? 
(Compare to Matthew 24:51, Luke 13:27-28, and Jeremiah 34:18.) 

 What response do you have to Christ’s warning that unfaithful servants will be beaten? 

 Do you think that it is fair that those who know more and have greater abilities will be 
more accountable? (Compare to Matthew 25:29 and Mark 4:24-25.) 

 What will you take away from tonight’s study that you can apply to your life? 

The Prince of Peace or Divider of Families 

 

 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to 
be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do you think that I 

have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from now on in one 
house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be 

divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.” Luke 12:49-53 (ESV) 

 
Insight: Judaism was a family religion, in which the people worshiped by households rather 
than as individuals. Jesus foresaw that his claims would cut across family life, and would 
necessitate individual decisions. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary) Compare the passage above 
to the following: John 14:27 and Isaiah 9:6.  

 How can you reconcile the disparity between the opening passage and these two 
verses? 

Insight: We can view the fire that Jesus was about to cast upon the earth in two ways. First, but 
not likely, it may refer to the final judgment by fire. (Isaiah 66:16 and 2 Peter 3:7) A second 
more likely view is that it refers to the sending of the Holy Spirit who by the fire of judgment 
that will separate the wheat from the chaff, dividing those who choose to serve Jesus as Lord 
from those who will not. (Matthew 3:11-12) Consider the following passage from Jesus’ 
teachings: Matthew 10:34-37. 

 Have you ever experienced the strife Jesus spoke of? What was it like? What did you 
learn? What was the outcome? 

 What is the root of the hostilities that continue to erupt between believers and 
unbelievers? 

 How can they be resolved? 

 

What Is Behind Our Denial? 

 



Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 30 Pastor Pete Beck III 

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower 
is coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will 

be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?  

Luke 12:54-56 (ESV)  

 Why are people blind to the spiritual realities all around us? 

 How important is it for us to properly interpret current events? 

 What are the signs of our times? 

Read the following passage to spur discussion: Matthew 24:3-35 

 

Judge Not 

 

“And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you go with your accuser before 
the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and 

the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will 
never get out until you have paid the very last penny.” Luke 12:57-59 (ESV)  

 
Insight: We have three ways we might seek to interpret and apply these words of Jesus. 
 

1. Practical advice regarding going to court. 
2. Spiritual advice regarding getting right with God before the Last Judgment. 
3. Social advice instructing us to refrain from holding offenses against one another. 

 

 Which one(s) seem(s) correct to you? Why? 
 

Repent or Perish 

 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 
3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom 
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all 
the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 

perish.” Luke 13:1-5 (ESV)  

 
Insight: Some of us like to use theological platitudes to figure out why things happen to people 
and then assign blame. Job’s friends are infamous for doing this, but they were unable to 
comfort Job or even get close to the real reason behind God’s actions. 
  

 Why do you think we tend to do this sort of thing? 
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 What was the main point Jesus was trying to get across to his disciples? 

 What is the message for us? 
 

Note: Whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Probably the Galileans, who were 
fanatical nationalists, had created a disturbance in Jerusalem. Pilate, who was there during the 
feast, had sent soldiers to intervene. The result was a bloody clash in the temple courts. Such 
action was entirely in keeping with Pilate's known character. 2. Sinners above all the Galileans. 
Any unusual calamity is often interpreted as a special judgment on those affected. 3. I tell you, 
Nay. Jesus did not assent to the idea that the victims of Pilate were exceptionally sinful, but 
said that a similar doom awaited all who were unrepentant. He may have had in mind the 
imminent fate of the city in the Roman siege of a.d. 70. The Wycliffe Bible Commentary 
 
 

Warning of the Barren Fig Tree 

 

And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking 
fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have 

come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the 
ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on 

manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 
Luke 13:6-9 (ESV)  

 
Insight: The vineyard and fig tree were symbols of national Israel, which Jesus’ hearers would 
have understood. See Isaiah 5:1-7 and Matthew 21:19.  
 

 What was the warning for the Jews? 

 For us? 

 What do we learn about God’s character and ways? 
 

Note: This parable symbolizes Israel’s last opportunity to repent before experiencing God’s 
judgment. Three years signifies that Israel has had enough time to repent. Sir, let it alone this 
year. The period of grace and opportunity is extended, but only for a limited time. Dig around it 
implies loosening the soil so that water can flow easily to the roots; if the fig tree does not 
respond, it will be cut... down (cf. Luke 13:34-35; 19:41-44; 21:20-24). The Greek construction 
suggests that this last attempt will also result in failure. God’s graciousness and patience should 
not be presumed upon. ESV Study Bible 
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Healing a Woman with a Disabling Spirit 

 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had 
been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at 

all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free 
from your infirmity." 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and 
praised God. 14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to 

the people, "The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath 
untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 
free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" 17 When he said this, all his opponents were 

humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.  
Luke 13:10-17 (NIV) 

 When you see someone who is sick, does it ever cross your mind that an evil spirit may 
be at work in that person? 

 Does it make any difference whether a sickness is caused by a spirit or is from natural 
origins? Why? 

 How would a person be able to tell the difference? 

Insight: This healing / deliverance took place in the middle of Jesus’ teaching ministry. Jesus 
responded to seeing her by calling her forward, which was a pretty bold move. It required 
something from the woman, too. Coming forward was an act of faith. She could have remained 
where she was or run out the door. Jesus then did “hands on” ministry, which proves that it is 
perfectly okay to lay hands on someone while doing deliverance. Some false teaching has 
stated that we should never touch a demonized person because the touching might open a 
pathway for the spirit to come into the minister. Nowhere in the Bible can you find this 
teaching.  
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 What was the woman’s response to being set free? Do you think this was God 
honoring? 

 Did the healing fulfill the meaning of the Sabbath or not? Why? 
 
Insight: Being indignant is a sure sign of feeling superior. Jesus had violated their rules, not 
God’s. It should have been obvious that God had to cooperate in the healing process; therefore, 
God must not have objected. Rather than enter into the woman’s joy, they chose to become 
angry and indignant. When Jesus countered their hypocrisy, they were also humiliated. All in 
all, this event contributed to the animosity these leaders had toward Jesus. It could have been 
an opportunity for self-reflection leading to repentance, but they had hard hearts and were 
incapable of such. 
 
 
 
 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed and Yeast 

 

Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the 
birds of the air perched in its branches." 20 Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom 
of God to? 21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it 

worked all through the dough." Luke 13:18-21 (NIV) 

 Why do you suppose that Jesus used parables to explain what the Kingdom of God is 
like? 

 What is the main point Jesus communicated to his followers with these two examples? 

Insight: The kingdom of God starts out very small in almost imperceptible ways, but it 
eventually becomes something huge, filling a person’s life, a community, a nation, the world. 
God’s glory was contained in one man at first, but when that man’s life was planted in the 
ground like a seed, it has grown so much that the nations of the earth have been impacted. One 
day God’s glory will fill the entire earth. 
 

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD  
as the waters cover the sea.  

Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV) 
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Enter through the Narrow Door 

 

He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 
23 And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand 
outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not 

know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, 
and you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. 
Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from east and west, and from north and 

south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last who will be first, 
and some are first who will be last.” Luke 13:22-30 (ESV) 

 What is the main point Jesus communicated to his followers with this teaching? 

 Do you think Jesus answered the question he was asked? 

 What do you think the “narrow door” is? 

Insight: The first thing to notice is that Jesus was travelling when he gave this teaching.  
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Lament over Jerusalem 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and 

perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must 
go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet 

should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. 

And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ ” Luke 13:31-35 (ESV) 

 
Insight: Herod will kill thee. The Pharisees may only have been trying to scare Jesus out of the 
country. On the other hand, Herod did have an uneasy conscience, and thought that Jesus 
might have been John the Baptist risen from the dead (cf. 9:7). 32. That fox. One of the few 
contemptuous terms our Lord used. It connotes both slyness and cowardice. The third day I 
shall be perfected. He indicated that he had a definite plan for his life, and that he did not fear 
Herod's threat. 33. It cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem. His reply to the 
Pharisees meant that he was endangered not by Herod's threats, but by the hostility of their 
own city. 34. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. Christ's lamentation over the city was prompted by his 
love and by his foresight. He was well aware of the fate that awaited it. 35. Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate. The destruction of the temple in a.d. 70 and the later expulsion of the 
Jews under Hadrian (a.d. 135) overthrew completely the Jewish commonwealth. Blessed is he 
that cometh. A quotation from Ps 118:26 which was applied to the Messiah. Jesus identified 
himself with the nation's hope.  The Wycliffe Bible Commentary 
 
Jesus did not mean that no prophet had ever died outside of Jerusalem, for some had (see 2 
Chron. 24:20-22; Jer. 26:20-23; 38:4-6). Rather, he was employing irony: Jerusalem, the center 
of Jewish religion and worship, was more dangerous to a true prophet of God than any threats 
from Herod in Galilee. From the time of David onward, Jerusalem was chosen by God to be the 
center of worship for Israel, and the center of God’s unique presence and redeeming work in 
the world (“the city of the great King,” Matt. 5:35; cf. Ps. 48:1-3). Jerusalem boasted of its 
religious heritage as the former seat of the Davidic throne and the Solomonic temple. In the 
first century a.d., Herod the Great’s monumental temple, along with the adjacent Antonia 
Fortress, served as the focal point of the city (see Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus). Under Herod, 
and later at the pleasure of the Romans, the Jewish high priest and Sanhedrin retained key 
aspects of religious leadership in the city. Herod built himself a palace at the Jaffa gate to the 
west. Nonetheless, after the dethroning of Herod’s son Archelaus (a.d. 6; see Matt. 2:22) the 
city of Jerusalem was formally controlled by the Romans through their legate (except for a brief 
period under Agrippa I in 41-44) until the Jewish revolt (66-73). 
13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem (see 10:41). Jesus bemoaned the fate of Jerusalem, with its 
inhabitants at the time being around 25,000 to 30,000 (cf. the lament in Psalm 137). His lament, 
however, also applied to all of Israel, since Jerusalem was the religious and political center of 
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the nation. as a hen gathers her brood under her wings. A common metaphor for loving care 
(cf. Deut. 32:11; Ruth 2:12; Ps. 17:8; 36:7; see note on Luke 19:41). 
13:35 you will not see me until you say, “Blessed...” The quoted blessing is from Ps. 118:26; it 
was chanted to incoming pilgrims on feast days. This is not an allusion to Palm Sunday (Luke 
19:38) because in Matthew’s account (Matt. 23:39) the saying occurs after Palm Sunday, and 
therefore it must refer to a later event. Some interpreters understand this to refer in a negative 
way to a coerced, forced confession of Jesus as Lord at the time of the second coming, but the 
quotation from Ps. 118:26 is in a positive context of welcome and worship, and the phrase 
“Blessed is he” implies worship. Therefore other interpreters understand this to be a prediction 
that a large number of Jews will trust in Jesus before his second coming (cf. Rom. 11:12, 14, 24-
27, 31-32).  ESV Study Bible: English Standard Version 
 

 What insights, comments, or questions do you have regarding this passage? 
 

Healing on the Sabbath 

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were 
watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus 
responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 

4 But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said 
to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will 
not immediately pull him out?” 6 And they could not reply to these things. Luke 14:1-6 (ESV) 

 
Insight: 14:2 dropsy (Gk. hydrōpikos). The man probably had edema, where excess fluid gathers 
in various parts of the body.  ESV Study Bible: English Standard Version. 
 

 Why were they watching him carefully? 

 Why did the Pharisees refuse to answer Jesus’ first question? 

 Why did they not reply to the second one? 

 What have you learned that can help you in life from this passage? 
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Parable of the Guests 

And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He noticed how they had been 
picking out the places of honor at the table, saying to them, 8 "When you are invited by 

someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for someone more distinguished 
than you may have been invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both will come and say to 

you, 'Give your place to this man, and then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place. 10 

"But when you are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has 
invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will have honor in the 
sight of all who are at the table with you. 11 "For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 

and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  Luke 14:7-11 (NASB) 

 
Main Point: The wisdom of humility. It is better to humble oneself than to be humiliated.  
“Humility is the passport to promotion in the kingdom of God.” (Plummer) Jesus used the feast 
as a “teaching moment.” Rather than simply ignore or “blow off” what was going on, he 
addressed the behavior of the people squarely. 

 Try to put yourself in their shoes. What would you have felt and thought at being 
addressed in this manner? 

 Why do you suppose that seeking out places of honor was so important to the guests? 

 The world teaches us the importance of “blowing our own horns,” in order to get ahead. 
When all those around us are doing this, how can a Christian obtain recognition and 
promotion if he or she puts this teaching into practice? 

 Does it surprise you that Jesus taught that it is important to have honor in the sight of 
other people? 

 Can you think of other scriptures that validate this teaching? (Hint: Proverbs 25:6-7; 
Luke 18:14; James 4:6 & 10; 1 Peter 5:5-6) 

 Have you ever put this principle into practice? What was the result? 

 How would your life be different if you routinely humbled yourself in this manner? 
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Who to Invite to a Feast 

And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, "When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise 

they may also invite you in return and that will be your repayment. 13 "But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, since 
they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous." Luke 14:12-14 (NASB) 

 
Main Point: Do not give in order to receive a blessing in this life. Expect to receive your reward 
in the resurrection.   

 How does this parable compare to the health and wealth “gospel?” 

 How does Jesus’ teaching encourage us to view the purpose of wealth? 

 What hurdles would you have to overcome to put this teaching into practice? 

 How much to you consciously think about your heavenly reward? 

 How does the doctrine of the resurrection influence your day-to-day life? 

 How would your life change if you made it a practice to invite the poor and socially 
disadvantaged into your home on a routine basis? 
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Parable of the Great Banquet 

When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed 
is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 But he said to him, “A man once gave 
a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say 
to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike began 

to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 
Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then 
the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets 

and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant 
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said 

to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my 

banquet.’ ” Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) 

 

 Why do you think the anonymous person blurted out, “Blessed is everyone who will eat 
bread in the kingdom of God?” 

 
Insight: Jesus kept the focus on the subject he began in verses 12-14. By telling this parable, he 
would have had everyone’s attention. The host gave everyone plenty of advance notice. They 
could have arranged matters in such a way that would have permitted them to attend the feast. 
The only conclusion we can reach is that they simply did not wish to go.  
 

 If we compare this parable to the admonition Jesus gave the Pharisee in verses 12-14, what 
do you think is Jesus’ main point in this parable? 

 What do you make of the excuses the first invitees make?  

 How do people excuse themselves from serving God today? 

 Who are the blind, poor, crippled, and lame? Those on the highways and hedges? 

 How important is it that Jesus tells us that the host was angry at people refusing his 
invitation? 

 How strongly do you think Jesus wants us to consider the use of the word “compel” in verse 
23? What does that tell us? 

 How many of the original invitees made it to the banquet? 
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Cheat Sheet:  (Please answer the questions above the best you can before looking at the 

notes below.) 
 

 Streets and lanes, within the city, were where the outcasts of Israelite society (the poor, 
crippled, blind, and lame; cf. v. 13) would be found. The highways and hedges, outside 
the city, represent Gentiles being invited into the kingdom. compel people to come in. 
The Greek (anagkazō) usually means to “compel” or “force” someone, but a number of 
interpreters understand a weaker sense here: “strongly urge, persuade.” That sense 
seems better suited to the context and is supported in other examples in Greek 
literature. The kingdom will be filled, but many of those originally invited will be 
excluded. ESV Study Bible 

 The master of the house being angry. The refusal of the invited guests was a direct 
insult. Go out quickly. The feast was ready, and there was no time to spare. The host 
would not wait for the guests who had treated him rudely, but ordered his servants to 
bring the beggars. 22. And yet there is room. Since beggars abound in any Eastern city, 
there would have been no difficulty in gathering a large company of them. 23. Compel 
them to come in. Oriental etiquette required that the feast should not begin until all 
places were filled. The servants were commanded to invite even the travelers in the 
bypaths of the surrounding country. 24. None of those men which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper. Once having refused, they were forever excluded. The application 
of this parable centers on the rejection of Jesus by his nation. When the chosen guests 
for the kingdom of God refused to heed the call of the Messiah, he turned to others who 
normally would not have been invited. The Wycliffe Bible Commentary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Luke%2014:13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Luke%2014:22
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Jesus’ Teachings from Luke’s Gospel 

 

© 2014 LifeNet 41 Pastor Pete Beck III 

The Cost of Discipleship 

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, 

does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 

30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to 
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten 

thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 

any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.  
Luke 14:25-33 (ESV) 

 

 What do you think of first after reading this passage? 
 
Insight: Jesus deliberately narrowed the gate and path for his followers. After warning his host 
not to invite wealthy people to his feasts and warning the entire gathering that the privileged 
invitees will miss the banquet because of their other interests and that the poor and 
marginalized will actually attend, Jesus cautioned his listeners, including us, that following him 
carries a rather large price tag. 
 
1. The first hurdle every disciple will face is the potential conflict between following Jesus 

and pleasing his or her family. Jesus spoke hyperbolically when he used the word “hate.” 
The meaning is that we must love Jesus more than any other person or thing. The purpose 
of hyperbole is to make an impact and focus attention. Our relatives may feel that we hate 
them if we choose Jesus over what pleases them. The disciple may experience hatred aimed 
toward him or her by jealous or hostile family members. (Read Luke 8:21.) 

 

 Have any of your relationships been damaged as a result of your commitment to Jesus? 
 
2. The second barrier to discipleship is the love of our own lives. Following Jesus may require 

us to make choices that may not seem to be in our best interests. We must choose Christ’s 
interests over our own. These choices can involve who we relate to, where we live, who we 
marry, what job we take, how we spend our money and time, and even whether we live or 
die. Martyrs make the choice to witness to Jesus at the cost of their own lives. This is the 
ultimate death to self, but the day to day choices are what test most people. (Read John 
21:18.) 

 

 Have you ever chosen Jesus over what seemed to be your own best interests? 
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3. The third test for the disciple is carrying his own cross. Over the years the cross has been 
interpreted many different ways. In Jesus’ time, it was an instrument of cruel torture and 
execution used on criminals. Israelites of that day were very familiar with this method of 
punishment, since the Romans publicly crucified criminals. They knew what a terrible death 
it was. Jesus asks his followers to make up their minds to follow him even if it involves such 
a price tag. The cross has also been associated with laying down our own desires to follow 
Jesus. Jesus did not wish to die such a death, but he accepted and embraced it in order to 
please his Father in heaven. Jesus asks us to accept and embrace whatever difficulties may 
come our way as a result of following him. (Read Luke 22:42.) 

 

 How do you understand the meaning of this warning? How have you suffered 
persecution for following Jesus? What other difficulties have you encountered on the 
narrow path? 

 
4. The fourth hurdle for every disciple is the cost of following Jesus. Jesus is Lord of all, even 

our money. The rich young man refused to follow Jesus because he was unwilling to part 
with his wealth. He underestimated the cost of serving God and was surprised by Jesus’ 
offer and its price tag. Our Lord does not want us to be caught by surprise, but to 
intelligently consider the cost of discipleship prior to launching our journey. Jesus claims the 
right to all we have. If he demands that we give it all away to please him, we must do that. 
The cost of discipleship is more than monetary, however. Following Jesus will cost us our 
time, energy, freedom, family relationships, and may even impinge on our health. We must 
be willing to pay any and every price in order to follow Jesus. (Read Acts 4:34-37.) 

 

 What financial cost have you paid to follow Jesus? What other costs have you incurred? 
 
5. The fifth test involves our willingness to endure conflict. Anyone who chooses to follow 

Jesus will experience resistance. Spiritual warfare comes from the devil and people who 
have a worldly perspective and is designed to harass, intimidate, demoralize, and stop the 
work of God. The more important our call and role is in God’s kingdom, the more intense 
warfare we should expect. God does not want us to be surprised by this, nor does he want 
us to surrender. God has made his children more than conquerors, but it takes courage and 
perseverance to overcome the enemy. (Read Acts 5:40-42.) 

 

 What was the most costly conflict you have endured thus far that came as a result of 
being a disciple of Jesus? 

 Were you surprised when it happened? 

 Had you already made up your mind to push through it, or did you have to regroup? 

 Have any loved ones suffered as a result of your commitment to Jesus? How is this 
different from personal suffering? 

 
6. The last instruction Jesus gives to his followers is to renounce everything they own. It is 

one thing to agree to the principle of Jesus’ ownership of everything, but it is quite another 
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to deliberately renounce our "rights" to all we own. Renunciation makes it official. All we 
have belongs to Jesus and every good gift comes from God. He allows us to use it as he sees 
fit, and we should be ready to dispose of it at a moment’s notice. Renunciation does not 
mean we do not appreciate what God has given us. It means nothing "owns" us but God. 

 
Prayer: Jesus, I choose to be your disciple and I embrace the cost. I choose my relationship with 
you over all my other relationships. I am willing to be rejected by people who may 
misunderstand or hate my loyalty to you. My desire is for my family and friends to walk 
together with me on this journey of faith, but, if need be, I choose to put you ahead of them, no 
matter how much it hurts to do so. Lord, forgive me for loving myself more than you. I purpose 
to put you first from now on. Help me to boldly embrace any persecution or suffering which 
may accompany boldly witnessing to you and sharing the gospel. I choose to carry my cross 
daily and put your will over mine whenever there is a conflict. Lord, I give you my finances. All I 
have came from you and belongs to you, and I give it back to you. Help me to never back away 
from any cost associated with following you, even if it means death. Help me never to retreat 
or surrender to the attacks of Satan and the people who serve him. I renounce everything I 
have – my relationships, my choices, my money, my right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, my comfort, my time, my peace – so that I can please you. I know that you will give 
me back more than I can ever give you. I totally depend on your grace and Holy Spirit to enable 
me to follow you as a disciple. Allow me to be an encourager to all those who call on your 
name. Amen. 
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The Fragility of Discipleship 

“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use 
either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” Luke 14:34-35 (ESV) 

 
Insight: Most salt came from the Dead Sea and contained impurities (carnallite and gypsum). If 
not processed properly, it would have a poor taste and would be worse than useless, being 
unusable for food and creating a disposal problem. If the conditions of discipleship are not kept, 
the disciples likewise will become less than worthless. ESV Study Bible. 
 

Read Matthew 5:13 and Revelation 3:15-17. 
 

 After reading the passage from Revelation, how would you answer Jesus question, “How 
shall a disciple’s saltiness be restored?” 

 What do you think are the chief dangers to our “saltiness?” (Read Mark 4:18-19.) 

 Why is it so detrimental for a disciple to lose his or her saltiness? 
 

 

The Value of the Lost Sheep 

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and 
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them 
this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not 

leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 
5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, 

he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  
Luke 15:1-7 (ESV) 

 

Insight: Jesus was perceived to be a friend to sinners and tax collectors. (Luke 7:34) They liked 
to be with him and he with them. This greatly bothered the Pharisees and scribes because they 
considered these “commoners” to be accursed for not knowing (or keeping) the Law. (John 
7:49) These religious leaders believed that they were superior to those “non-religious” people. 
(Luke 18:9-14) God, however, was more interested in the “sinners.”  
 

 Why do you suppose this was? 

 When you compare the joy in heaven over finding a lost sheep to the grumbling of the 
Pharisees and scribes, what conclusion do you draw? 

 

Insight: Lost sheep are unable to find their way back to the fold; so, the shepherd must search 
for them and bring them home. 
 

 Do you think that Jesus viewed the Pharisees and scribes as being among the 99 who 
needed no repentance? Why or why not? What point was Jesus making to them? 

 What is the key for us to be known as a friend to non-religious “sinners?” 
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The Parable of the Lost Coin 

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep 
the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together 
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 

10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  
Luke 15:8-10 (ESV) 

 

Insight: The silver coin is the Greek drachma, which was the equivalent of the Roman denarius 
– a day’s wage. The ten coins might have been the woman’s savings or part of a headband. 
Either way, it has a biblical connection in terms of what God considers to be truly valuable. Our 
heavenly “savings account” is our inheritance, which consists of deeds done in obedience to the 
Lord in cooperation with the Holy Spirit. A headband might correspond to a crown, which Paul 
said would be the people he led to the Lord and discipled. 
 

 Why do you suppose Jesus taught this parable in addition to the parable of the lost sheep? 
 
 

The Prodigal Son 

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12  And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. 13  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey 

into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.  
Luke 15:11-13 (ESV) 

 

Insight: The elder son would have received 2/3 of the father’s property: so, the younger son 
would have gotten 1/3. It was quite unusual for the father to liquidate his assets in order to 
satisfy his younger son’s request. The younger son was saying, in effect, “Dad, I wish you were 
dead because I care more about your money than you. He further demonstrated his lack of 
affection and appreciation for his Dad by leaving immediately.  
 

 Do you think his Dad knew that he would squander the inheritance? (This is the meaning of 
“prodigal.”) 

 What does this say about the father? 

 What kind of attitude do you think you would have had toward the younger brother if you 
had been the father? The mother? The older brother? Another relative or neighbor? 

 How would you sum up your impression of the character of the younger son? 
 

And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 
in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and 

no one gave him anything. Luke 15:14-16 (ESV) 
 

Insight: Apparently he squandered the money during a time of relative prosperity, which is 
when we should lay aside money for the time when things get tougher. Before being in need, 
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he apparently did not work, just living off what remained of his inheritance or bumming off 
other people. Feeding pigs was about as low as a Jew could go, since they were unclean.  
 

 Why do you suppose no one was willing to help him out when things got rough? 
 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18  I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19   I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ Luke 15:17-19 (ESV) 
 

 

 What do you suppose made the younger brother “come to himself?” 

 What did he realize about his father? 

 What did he realize about himself? 

 What change had come in the young man that was godly? 

 How would you describe his motives? 
 

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21  And the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 22  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 

put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23  And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate. 24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 

And they began to celebrate. Luke 15:20-24 (ESV) 
 

 

Insight: The younger son took the initiative to return to his father. It would have been 
considered to be a disgrace for an older man to run as the father did. 
  

 What was the dominant emotion / motivation in the father? 

 Do you think the father behaved wisely toward the son? Why or why not? 

 What do you imagine the son was feeling when his father did what he did? 

 How did the father react to the son’s speech?  
 

Insight: The robe was reserved for an honored guest. The ring reinstated his position as a son. 
The shoes indicated his status as a free man, because slaves did not wear shoes. The fattened 
calf was kept in reserve for a special occasion.  
 

 What did Jesus accomplish for us on the cross that corresponds to the robe? The ring? The 
shoes? The fattened calf? 

 Do you think the father was too quick to reinstate the son or about right in his timing? 

 How would you have handled it? 

 What do you think of the father’s given reason for throwing the party? 

 What message was Jesus delivering to the Pharisees? 

 Putting the three parables together (the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son) 
what was the main point Jesus was making? 
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The Elder Son 

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26  And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 

 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 
because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28  But he was angry and refused to go in. 

His father came out and entreated him, 29  but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I 
have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, 
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 

your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31  And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” Luke 15:25-32 (ESV) 

 

 Have you ever been working hard while someone else, who should have been helping you, 
was lollygagging around, seemingly oblivious to your situation and too lazy or unconcerned 
to lift a finger to help? How did it make you feel? Does that feeling have anything to do with 
the elder son syndrome? What is behind it? 

 What were the issues with which the elder son had to deal when the prodigal returned 
home? 

 What was the elder brother guilty of doing that was sinful? 

 Why was the son offended with the father? 

 Can you think of anyone else in the Bible who became offended with his father because he 
did not deal with another son (brother) the way he thought he should? 

 How dangerous is the elder son syndrome? 

 In the beginning, which brother was closer to the father? In the end? 

 What does verse 30 reveal about the elder son? 

 Do you think the elder son believed what the father told him in verse 31? 

 Why could elder brother not celebrate or even be near his father or brother at the end? 

 What important truths do we take away from this parable? 

 Is there any place in our lives where we need to repent for a similar attitude? 
 
Insight: The elder son would have received 2/3 of the father’s property: so, the younger son 
would have gotten 1/3. It was quite unusual for the father to liquidate his assets in order to 
satisfy his younger son’s request. The younger son was saying, in effect, “Dad, I wish you were 
dead because I care more about your money than you. He further demonstrated his lack of 
affection and appreciation for his Dad by leaving immediately.  
 

 Do you think his Dad knew that he would squander the inheritance? (This is the meaning of 
“prodigal.”) 
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The Shrewd Manager 

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2  And he called him and said to him, 

‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no 
longer be manager.’ 3  And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is 

taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg. 4  I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may 

receive me into their houses.’ 5  So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the 
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6  He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to 

him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7  Then he said to another, ‘And how 
much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 

write eighty.’ 8  The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the 
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 

 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it 
fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10   “One who is faithful in a very little is 
also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11  If 
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12  And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that 
which is your own? 13   No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 

and money.” Luke 16:1-13 (ESV) 
 

 For what did Jesus commend the manager and why? 

 What is the chief point of the parable? 

 Why do you think Jesus commended the dishonest steward in order to make his point? 
Couldn’t he have used another illustration that did not require him to commend a dishonest 
act? 

 Why can we not serve both God and Mammon? 

 Why does the way we handle money affect our eternity? 
 

Insight: Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness. Of should be 
translated by means of. Mammon is an Aramaic word meaning money or property. The 
dishonest steward knew that he would have a claim on those whose bills he had arbitrarily 
reduced. They would appreciate the financial relief, and would be glad to aid him. The Lord 
implied that earthly property can be used to help others, whose gratitude will ensure a 
welcome in eternity. 11. If therefore ye have not been faithful. The use of material wealth is a 
test of character. Those who cannot use it wisely do not deserve to have spiritual 
responsibilities entrusted to them. The Wycliffe Bible Commentary 
 

 What are some practical ways we can put the principles in this parable to work in our lives? 

 What are some of the “little things” in which we must be faithful in order to have the Lord 
commit more important things to us? What are some of the more important things? 

 How would you apply this parable in the family setting? At church? At work? In the 
government? (Read 1 Timothy 6:3-10, 17-19.) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Luke%2016:11
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A Forceful Invitation to Accept the Gospel 

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And 
he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. 

For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 16 “The Law and the 
Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and 
everyone forces his way into it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for 
one dot of the Law to become void. 18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another 

commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery. 
Luke 16:14-18 (ESV) 

 
 

Insight: Ridiculing an opponent reveals that a person is not able to argue his case on the 
grounds of its merit and has to resort to other tactics. It also reveals that the person doing the 
ridiculing does not respect his or her opponent. Ridicule is a means to belittle and anger foes. 
The Jewish leaders were afraid of Jesus and wished to minimize his influence. 
 

 When you observe someone ridiculing his opponent rather than seriously discussing the 
issues, what is your reaction? 

 If someone were to ridicule or otherwise belittle you in front of others during a debate, how 
might you respond? 

 

Insight: Jesus responded by making the following points as part of a forceful invitation to 
believe the Gospel. 
 God knows your heart. You are not fooling me or my Father with your appearance of 

righteousness. 
 God highly values what you despise. You need to rethink your values in light of God’s 

truth. 
 The Gospel is an entirely new order of things, which supersedes the Law without 

nullifying it. I urge you to follow me instead of forcefully resisting me and my kingdom. 
(See note below.) 

 I am not dismissing or nullifying God’s laws, as you do when you teach that divorce is 
allowable for trivial reasons. The New Covenant actually requires more faithfulness than 
the Old. I am calling you to walk in the true righteousness that comes by faith, as 
Abraham did. 

 

 Why did Jesus point out that God knows the hearts of those who were scoffing? 

 What do you think are some of the highly esteemed things, which God detests? 

 How might you expect the Jewish leaders to have responded to Jesus stating that the gospel 
supersedes the Old Covenant Law of Moses? 

 
NOTE: 16:16 The Law and the Prophets is the old covenant age, now superseded by the 
kingdom of God. until John. John the Baptist was still part of the old covenant age, so that his 
ministry served as the culmination of a long history of OT prophecy that looked forward to the 
coming of the messianic kingdom. Since then (since John’s ministry, which overlapped with the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry), the new covenant period has begun. Everyone forces his way into 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Luke%2016:16
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it is a puzzling and much debated statement. Greek biazō means “to use force,” but the verb 
form here (biazetai) could be either in the middle voice (“everyone is using force” to enter into 
it) or in the passive voice (“everyone is being forced or forcefully urged” to enter into it). The 
meaning in the esv text, “everyone forces his way into it,” is possible grammatically and fits the 
meaning of the same verb when used in Matt. 11:12. By this interpretation, the verse suggests 
that exercising the faith that brings one into the kingdom and keeps one there involves a kind 
of holy “violence” toward oneself in the form of repentance and self-denial. Some interpreters 
object, however, that this view does not fit well in the context, for not everyone is forcing their 
way into the kingdom and in fact many are rejecting it. In addition, there is arguably some 
tension between forcing one’s way into the kingdom and the emphasis throughout the Gospels 
on entering the kingdom of God by faith. These interpreters have favored the meaning in the 
esv footnote, “everyone is forcefully urged into it.” The verb takes that sense elsewhere (see 
Gen. 33:11; 2 Sam. 13:25, 27; parabiazomai has this meaning in Luke 24:29; Acts 16:15). This is 
similar to the idea of Luke 14:23 (see note on 14:21-24). On this view, the meaning of biazō 
would be different from its sense in Matt. 11:12, but the verses appear in different contexts 
and the meaning may be different as well (cf. note on Matt. 11:12). ESV Study Bible Notes 
 
NOTE: 16. The law and the prophets were until John. Jesus declared that John the Baptist 
marked the end of an era. The old dispensation of the Law was in force until he began 
proclaiming the coming of the Messiah and introducing the kingdom of God. Every man 
presseth into it. Presseth involves the idea of violence. Expositors differ as to whether Luke 
meant that men are crowding to enter the kingdom, or that they are bringing hostile pressure 
to bear against it (cf. Mt 11:12; see Arndt in loco). The former idea is preferable on grammatical 
grounds. 17. One tittle. The tittle (Gr. keraian, "little horn") was a small projection or "hook" 
that distinguished one Hebrew letter from another similar to it. Jesus was saying that, even 
down to its smallest point, the Law would maintain its authority and certainty. The Wycliffe 
Bible Commentary. 
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The Rich Man and Lazarus 

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20  And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21  who 
desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and 

licked his sores. 22  The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, 23  and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24  And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 

me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 
anguish in this flame.’ 25  But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you 

are in anguish. 26  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from 
there to us.’ 27  And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28  for I 
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 
29  But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30  And he said, 
‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31  He said 
to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone 

should rise from the dead.’ ” Luke 16:19-31 (ESV) 
 
 

Insight: Jesus did not give the rich man a name; whereas, the poor man was named Lazarus.  
 

 Why do you think Jesus did this? (Read Matthew 7:21-23.) 

 In the Matthew 7 passage, what was most startling? How does that compare with the main 
point in the parable of Lazarus and the rich man? 

 What do we learn from both? 
 

Insight: The rich man was covered with purple and fine linen, but Lazarus was covered with 
sores. The rich man feasted sumptuously, but Lazarus went hungry. Death is the great 
equalizer, which both men eventually faced; although, each man went to entirely different 
places. Abraham’s  bosom was a place of comfort, but Hades, a place of torment. A great chasm 
separated the two, over which there was no crossing. 
 

 What do you suppose Abraham’s bosom was? (Read John 1:18.) 

 What was the rich man’s sin, which brought him an eternity of suffering? (Read Hebrews 
3:7-11.) 

 Since the intended audience for this parable consisted of the Jewish leaders who resisted 
Jesus, what do you think would have struck them the hardest? Why? 
o That the rich man had no name, but Lazarus did? 
o That Lazarus went to Abraham’s side, but the rich man to a place of torment? 
o That Lazarus was Abraham’s child, but the rich man was not? 
o That after death there will be justice, an equaling out between the “haves” and “have 

nots?” 
o That the rich man was still trying to give orders and still saw Lazarus as his servant and 

beneath him? 
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o That there is a great chasm between the two abodes after death, with no crossing over? 
o That both men were conscious and the rich man was aware of the blessed state of 

Lazarus? 
o That the rich man cared about his brothers? 
o The reason Abraham gave the rich man for not sending someone to warn his brothers? 

 Which reason strikes you the hardest?  
 

Insight: Jesus once again tells his listeners that he is the fulfillment of the Law, which calls 
people to love the unlovely and work for justice for the abused and overlooked people in 
society, people whom Jesus calls “the least of these, my brethren.” 
 

 Why was Lazarus considered to be a true Jew while the rich man was not? (Read John 8:39, 
Romans 9:6-15, and Galatians 3:9 and 29.) 

 Compare Micah 6:8 to James 2:15-20. Why do works of mercy and justice figure into our 
salvation? How does this sync with Paul’s teaching of justification by faith alone? 


