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Q1: Defend or reject the following 
statement: “You can tell a lot about a 
person by the company they keep.”  
 

Luke 5:27-32NIV 
27 

Jesus went out and saw a tax collector 

by the name of Levi (aka: Matthew) 

sitting at his tax booth.  “Follow me,” 

Jesus said to him, 
28 

and Levi got up, left 

everything and followed him. 
 

Q2: Tax collectors were hated by the 
Jews who saw them as lowlife scum, 
traitors, thieves, social prostitutes, evil, 
and unrepentant sinners.  Was there 
ever a time when you felt like an 
outcast?  
 

Q3: Does it surprise you that Jesus 
asked this Matthew Levi character to 
join His team?  Why or why not? 
 

Q4: What could Jesus possibly gain by 
having Matthew as a disciple?  What 
could He gain by having you on his 
team? 
 

Q5: In verse 28, what two important 
things did Matthew do?  What would 
motivate a person to take such action? 
 
29 

Then Levi held a great banquet for 

Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of 

tax collectors and others were eating with 

them.  

Q6: What do you think Matthew might 
have written on his party invitations? 
 

Q7: Why would Matthew invite lowlife 
scum tax collectors to a huge party for 
Jesus? 
 

Q8: Is there a time when you 
introduced your closest friends to 
Jesus?  If not, what would that look 
like? 
 
30 

But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law who belonged to their sect  

complained to his disciples, “Why do you 

eat and drink with tax collectors and 

sinners?” 
 

Q9: Do you know a person who is the 
life of the party or perhaps someone 
who can suck the life out of any 
celebration?   
 

Q10: The Pharisees seem like wet 
blankets?  Why do you suppose 
Matthew invited them? 
 

Q11: How do you feel around obvious 
sinners: comfortable or uncomfortable?   
 
31 

Jesus answered them, “It is not the 

healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  

 
Q12: Do you tend to go to the doctor 
for regular checkups?  If not, is it 
because you are afraid; it is too 
expensive; or you do not feel sick?  
How does this compare to some 
people’s avoidance of Jesus? 

32 
I have not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners to repentance.” 

 

Q13: How would you define a 
righteous person?  How would you 
define a sinner? 
 

Q14: How do you see yourself: a 
sinner who needs forgiveness; a good 
person who deserves a pat on the 
back; or both?  
 

Q15: Considering that Matthew Levi 
wrote the Gospel of Matthew, what 
does that tell us about God’s opinion 
of sinners? 
 

Q16: Are you friends with any “tax 
collectors and sinners”?  Do you want 
to be? 
 

 
 

 Which person are you, in this image? 


