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PREAMBLE 

The Pastor and Elders of Life Community Network (also known as LifeNet) of Burlington, NC, 
having first incorporated as Liberty New Testament Church on March 15, 1996, have amended 
the Articles of Incorporation on March 21, 2013 in order to change its name. We hereby further 
amend the Scriptural Government (Bylaws) under which Life Community Network shall operate 
as a local church of the Lord Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves to serve God by serving others; 
to be the local expression of the church in our community by deliberately representing Jesus 
Christ to our neighbors; to extend the kingdom of God through sharing the gospel and helping 
others to discover and fulfill their roles in ministry. 

ARTICLE I: NAME 

The corporate name of this church shall be Life Community Network, also operating under the 
name of LifeNet. Life Community Network may be referred to in this document as “Network,” 
“LifeNet,” “Life Community Network,” or “the Church.” 

ARTICLE II: PREROGATIVE 

Section 1. This Network shall have the right to govern itself according to the standards and 
principles of the Bible. These Bylaws are an effort to state these principles and standards. If at 
any time it becomes clear to the pastor and elders that the Bylaws contradict Scripture, they 
shall be immediately amended. 

Section 2. This Network shall implement New Testament Christianity commissioned by the 
following prerogatives:          

a. To administer the regular ordinances as defined in Article V of this Scriptural Government; 

b. To establish and maintain such departments, fellowships, groups, meetings, auxiliary 
organizations, institutions, and services within the Network for the propagation of the 
gospel and its work, embraced by the purpose of these Bylaws; 

c. To examine candidates for the ministry and ordain those who are approved by the Pastor 
and Elders of this church according to the standards set forth by the New Testament; 

d. To establish other churches, ministries, Networks, life communities, and missions both at 
home and abroad, according to the standards set forth by the New Testament; 

e. To designate its own officers, to appoint committees, to arrange for its own meetings, and 
to govern itself in accordance with these Bylaws; 

f. To establish and define policy by which it shall be governed. 

Section 3. The Network shall have the right to acquire, to own, or to dispose of any real 
property or chattels as may be necessary for the furtherance of its purposes, all in accordance 
with these Bylaws, or as the same may be hereafter modified or amended. 
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ARTICLE III: ASSOCIATION 

While maintaining its inherent rights to autonomy in the management of its own affairs, this 
church shall be able to voluntarily enter into relationships with any other networks, churches, 
and ministries of like precious faith. 

ARTICLE IV: TENETS OF FAITH    

This Network accepts the Holy Scriptures as the revealed and infallible Word of God, the all-
sufficient rule for faith and practice, and, for the purpose of maintaining general unity, has 
adopted the following statement of fundamental truths: 

Firstly, we believe that faith without practice is hypocritical and dead. (James 2:20, 26; 
Mat.7:24-25)Therefore, we stress the importance of living out our beliefs.  

Secondly, we focus on those foundational truths of historic orthodox Christianity. We major on 
what is fundamental to our faith and allow for differences in interpretation in non-essential 
areas. The Apostles’ Creed has stood the test for centuries. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Thirdly, some other points of doctrine that are essential to us are as follows: 

 We believe that the only means of being forgiven and cleansed from sin is through 
repentance and faith in Christ and His redemptive work.  

 We believe that regeneration by the Holy Spirit, called the new birth, is absolutely 
essential for personal salvation.  

 We believe that the redemptive work of Christ provides for healing of the human body 
and soul.  

 We believe that all disciples of Jesus Christ should be baptized in water by immersion as 
a declaration of submission to the Lordship of Christ and to show a determination to live 
for him henceforward.  

 We believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is given to believers who ask for it in faith. 
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 We believe that the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is for today, and that the 
gifts are vital tools for ministry and evangelism.  

 We believe in the laying on of hands for ordination and the impartation of spiritual gifts. 

  We believe that the Bible defines marriage as a monogamous union between a man 
and a woman and is a divinely ordained institution. We also believe that the nuclear 
family consists of a father, a mother, and children and is the basic unit of Christian 
society through its ministry and testimony.  

 We believe that the church universal, which includes the local church as an expression 
thereof, is the bride of Christ and that all authority and government in the church is 
derived from and subject to Jesus Christ, as the Head of the Church.  

 We believe that authority and government in the local church are spiritual and moral 
and derived solely from the Holy Scriptures and the mandate of God. It is separate and 
distinct from the authority of the civil government, which is also derived from God and 
has the power to promulgate laws and to inflict civil penalties for disobedience. Properly 
established under God’s order, the civil government is an agent of His justice to restrain 
evil and to protect the good in society and therefore is to be honored and obeyed. The 
Holy Scriptures nevertheless reserve exclusively unto the local church its government 
and the free exercise of religion, and also assign to the local church and the individual 
believer certain mandates in matters of faith, spiritual practice, discipline, and order 
found in the Holy Scriptures. When the laws or agencies of the civil government conflict 
with or contravene these reservations or assignments, we believe such laws or 
governmental agencies may be disobeyed or challenged within the limits imposed by 
the Holy Scriptures.  

 We believe in the office ministries of the Church wherein God gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers to equip believers, to 
prepare them for works of service, and to build up the body of Christ.  

 We believe that a pastor and elders should govern the local church in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit and in the bond of peace and should work in cooperation with apostolic and 
prophetic oversight as appropriate, all in accordance with New Testament order as set 
forth in the book of Acts and the other New Testament epistles.  

 We believe in the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ, which instructs the church 
to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that the Lord Jesus 
Christ commanded.  

ARTICLE V: ORDINANCES 

Section 1. The Ordinance of Baptism by immersion in water shall be administered to all those 
who have repented of their sins and who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Section 2. The Ordinance of the Lord's Supper shall be observed regularly as enjoined by the 
Scripture.  

ARTICLE VI: PARTNERSHIP 

Section 1. God provides membership in the universal body of Christ to anyone who receives 
eternal life through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and his finished work as revealed in the gospel. 
In order to be considered for LifeNet partnership, such persons must give evidence of their faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ by verbal confession, water baptism, and by the witness of their 
changed lives. Partnership describes the kind of commitment to the mission of the church that 
we hope those connected with Life Community Network will make. Partnership communicates 
a willingness to work together as a team to accomplish a purpose – the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. 

Section 2. In order to promote and preserve the unity, vision, and the purpose of Life 
Community Network, Partners and those desiring to become Partners should: 

a.   agree with the Tenets of Faith of Life Community Network;   

b.  consent to be governed by these Bylaws; and 

c.  support the leadership, vision, and work of the Network.  

They should also: 

d. regularly attend community and Network meetings;  

e. participate in the Network’s service to the larger community; and  

e. financially contribute regularly to the support of the Network according to their ability.  

Section 3. Persons who desire to become Partners with Life Community Network should 
familiarize themselves with this Scriptural Government and the vision, ministries, doctrines, and 
policies of the Network by meeting with the Pastor (or Network Director), a Life Community 
Network leader or elder, or by other appropriate means. After doing the above, those desiring 
to Partner with LifeNet should let that be known to his or her Life Community Leader, and 
Elder, or the Pastor (Network Director). Upon approval by the Pastor and Elders, partnership 
may be extended to any who desire it and who meet the criteria set forth above in Section 1. 
Insofar as possible and wise, prospective partners should make every effort to be on good 
terms with their previous pastor and church, if applicable.    

Section 4. In cases requiring church discipline, the Pastor and/or the Elders shall follow the 
Scriptural guidelines outlined in Matthew 18:15-18, 1 Corinthians 5, and the other Scriptures. 
The goal for all church discipline shall be to honor God, protect the church, and bring about the 
eventual repentance and restoration of the offending party. Members of the Network may 
become subjects for discipline for the following reasons: 

a. promotion of strife and discord (Titus 3:10-11);  

b. blasphemy or heresy (Acts 20:28-31); or 
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c. falling into and stubbornly continuing in flagrant sin that is destructive to themselves and 
the Network. (e.g.. 1Co. 5:11; 2Thes. 3:14; Prov. 14:7, 17:12, 20:19, 22:10, 22:24, 29:22) 

ARTICLE VII: OFFICES 

Section 1. PASTOR 

The Pastor, or Network Director, who must also be an Elder, shall be responsible to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the other Elders to lead and shepherd the church. He shall have authority 
commensurate with his responsibility to direct the affairs of the Network either personally or 
through delegation. The Pastor shall be the executive head of the Network and the President of 
the corporation. He shall be an ex-officio member of all departments, committees, and auxiliary 
organizations. He shall act as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. His responsibilities shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: he should 

a. seek the Lord for the direction of the Network; 

b.  lead the Network and, in cooperation with the Elders and leadership team, generally 
oversee all facets of the government and ministry of the Network; 

c. be an example of a mature follower of Christ, fulfilling the qualifications and duties of an 
Elder and Shepherd; and 

d. personally shepherd the Elders and major leaders, always seeking to bring forth new 
leadership and ministry within the Network. 

In the event of his temporary absence, the Pastor shall be empowered to appoint a Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, pro-tem, from the Elders, to sit in his place and fulfill all leadership 
responsibilities with the corresponding authority otherwise bestowed upon the Pastor in this 
position.  

Recognizing that all the offices in the Network are to be filled by those specifically appointed by 
God, and for His pleasure, the Pastor will serve for an indefinite period of time. The Elders in 
cooperation with Apostolic and Prophetic oversight may periodically consult with the pastor 
concerning his continuing service in the capacity of Network Director. 

Section 2. ELDERS 

The governmental and spiritual oversight of the Network shall be implemented by the ordained 
Elders under the direction of the Pastor, who is also an Elder. The Elders shall be available to 
assist the Pastor and serve the congregation in any of the multiple tasks which comprise 
spiritual leadership and the oversight of this Network. Such tasks are to be assigned by the 
Pastor and represent an extension of the Pastor's own spiritual responsibilities, which are 
derived from Christ, the Chief Shepherd. Each candidate for the office of Elder shall meet those 
requirements stated in I Timothy 3: 1-7 and any other scripturally defined qualifications for 
servants of God. They are to watch and guard the Network in accordance with Acts 20:28-31. As 
with the Pastor, the ordained Elders shall be appointed for an indefinite period of time. The 
Pastor may periodically conduct a review to determine if each Elder still desires to continue in 
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the office and to discuss any reasons that may exist for taking a Sabbatical or otherwise 
vacating the office. New Elders shall be appointed by the Pastor and confirmed by the existing 
ordained Elders. Elders may be given probationary status during their first year of ministry in 
order to demonstrate their calling and faithfulness. 

If the number of ordained Elders who attend Life Community Network falls below the minimum 
number of three required by the Articles of Incorporation, leaders from Master Builders 
Fellowship or other churches or networks with whom the LifeNet has close fellowship, will be 
asked to serve in that official capacity on a temporary basis until a new Elder or Elders can be 
appointed and confirmed.   

Section 3. DEACONS   

The Elders may appoint deacons to be responsible for the practical and physical aspects of 
maintaining the Network, including the responsibility for the upkeep of Network property and 
buildings, the management of special projects, and oversight of the care for the practical needs 
of the people in the Network’s communities. Deacons shall not directly participate in the 
governmental oversight of the Network. Each candidate for the office of Deacon shall meet all 
requirements as stated in I Timothy 3:8-13 and any other scripturally defined qualifications for 
the servants of God. 

The Pastor and Elders may ordain Deacons as needs arise, according to the example of Act 6. 
Members of the Network may submit recommendations of qualified candidates to the Elders, 
who will have the responsibility to choose which persons to appoint as deacons. The term of 
office shall be indefinite; however, the first year may be a probationary term to allow 
candidates to demonstrate faithfulness. Each year the Pastor and Elders may conduct a review 
of each deacon to determine if he or she should or desires to continue in the office.   

Section 4. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The ordained Elders of the Network shall be the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall 
administer all construction and building projects and be the custodians of all Network property. 
They shall on behalf of the Network have the right, power, and authority to purchase, acquire 
by gift, devise, or bequest real or personal property, have the right and power to acquire 
property by the issuance of annuity bonds or other similar covenants, to own the beneficial title 
of or hold in trust of as Lessee, any real property needed for the carrying out of their plans for 
the furtherance of the interests of the Kingdom of God; to sell, convey, lease, hypothecate or 
otherwise dispose or encumber property of the Network at any time, whether real or personal. 

The Board of Trustees shall meet at times they shall determine. Special meetings may be held 
upon the decision of the Board or upon request of the Pastor, provided all the Board members 
are notified to be present. The Board of Trustees shall administer the funds of the Network, 
annually review salary levels of any Network employees, and shall adopt any changes of the 
same. 

Section 5. CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT 
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The Pastor or Network Director shall be the Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of 
the Corporation. The members of said Board shall constitute the officers of the Network. 

Section 6. VICE- PRESIDENT 

The Vice President shall assist the president to carry out his responsibilities and fill in for the 
president if he is temporarily absent. 

Section 7. TREASURER 

The treasurer, under the direction of the Board of Trustees, shall oversee and administer the 
finances of the Network, which includes receiving and depositing all funds in a responsible bank 
in the name of the Network and disbursing funds by check or other means as authorized by the 
Board. The Pastor, the Treasurer, or their designees may be authorized to sign checks and/or to 
transact all other banking business of the Network. The treasurer shall make an itemized report 
of the receipts and disbursements each month to the Board of Trustees and provide a copy of 
the report to each Board member. He shall make a summarized financial report to the Network 
annually. The Treasurer may delegate, with the approval of the Board, clerical, administrative, 
and accounting responsibilities. The Treasurer of the Network shall be a member of the Board 
of Trustees. The Treasurer's office may, if desirable, be combined with that of secretary into a 
single office of Secretary-Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be elected at the annual meeting and 
appointed for a one-year renewable term. 

Section 8. SECRETARY 

The secretary of the Board of Trustees shall be responsible for keeping and maintaining the 
official records of the Network. He shall maintain custody of the corporate seal and of all legal 
documents pertaining to the Network and its Bylaws. He shall receive a copy of the other 
various department and committee meetings for inclusion in the corporate records of the 
Network. 

The Secretary shall be a member of the Board of Trustee. He shall be elected at the annual 
meeting and appointed for a one-year renewable term. 

Section 9. RESIGNATION AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

Any officer or minister of the Network may resign at any time, if the situation warrants, but it is 
expected that ample advance notice will be given and, whenever possible, that resignations 
would be given at designated review times or at the completion of appointed terms. 
Resignations may be permanent or in the form of a sabbatical for a designated period of time.  

Any office or ministry in the Network, excepting that of Pastor, may be declared vacant by a 
unanimous agreement of the Eldership, (excluding the person in question, should that person 
be an Elder), at any Elder's meeting. Grounds for such action may be any of the following: 

1) The problems listed in Article VI, Section 4; 

2) Incompetency in office.   
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Any incumbent under charges shall be given the opportunity for a fair and impartial hearing of 
his case in accordance with Matthew 18:15-17. In addition, scriptural steps of discipline may be 
instituted as specified in Article VI, Section 4. 

Should an Elder or the Elders place the Pastor under charges, apostolic and prophetic overseers 
from Master Builders Fellowship, or other churches or networks with which we have close 
fellowship, should be called upon by the Pastor and/or Elders to help resolve matters. Any 
disciplinary action needed should be under the direction and authority of the apostolic and 
prophetic overseers in concert with the local elders, thereby sparing the elders from the task of 
disciplining the Pastor. 

Section 10. PASTORAL SUCCESSION 

Whenever it may become necessary to ordain a new Pastor, whether because of the death, 
resignation, or removal from office of the previous Pastor, the Elders shall appoint the new 
Pastor after consultation with any apostolic and prophetic oversight team. The Elders should 
keep the entire Network aware of this process and give Partners an opportunity to give input. 
When a vacancy in the Pastorate shall occur, for any cause whatsoever, the Elders shall arrange 
to supply pastoral leadership and ministry in cooperation with trusted leaders with whom they 
have relationships from Master Builders or other trusted churches. Any new Pastor, upon 
assuming office, shall have the right to ask any or all existing ordained Elders to resign after a 
period of one year so that he may re-establish the Eldership along the guidelines of a "Holy 
Spirit-established relationship" with himself. 

ARTICLE VIII: PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Section 1. All property of the Network, whether real or personal, shall be contracted for, 
purchased, received, or held in the corporate name of the Network. The Network shall accept 
the possession of all lands and all deeds and other assurances in the law in its name. 

Section 2. The Network shall not lease, let, sell, release, convey, mortgage, convey by way of 
trust, and hypothecate lands, tenements and real property unless said proposed act shall first 
have been authorized by the Board of Trustees. 

Section 3. The Pastor and the Secretary of the Board of Trustees shall certify in such 
conveyance, deed, lease, or mortgage or hypothecation that the same has been duly authorized 
by the decision of the Board of Trustees. Such certificate shall be held to be conclusive evidence 
thereof. 

Section 4. Funds for the maintenance of this Network shall be provided by the voluntary tithes 
and offering of the members and friends of the Network or by any other means or source 
consistent with the Scripture, principles, and moral standards of this Network. Funds shall be 
accepted by the Network at such times and in such ways as agreed upon by the Pastor and 
Trustees and shall be administered by the Treasurer and his designates.   

Section 5. Upon dissolution of the Network, the assets will be distributed to one or more non-
profit organizations exempt pursuant to section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code or to 
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the Federal Government or to a state or to local government, for a public purpose, at the 
discretion of the Board of Trustees. 

ARTICLE IX: INTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 

This Network may provide for the establishment of any such other ministries, departments, 
committees and auxiliary organizations, or meetings as the need of the work may require.  All 
such organizations shall be subordinate to the Network and shall contribute to the harmony 
and development of the whole. They shall be under the general supervision of the Pastor and 
Elders. The Pastor shall be an ex-officio member of all departments, committees, and 
auxiliaries. 

ARTICLE X: MEETINGS 

Network and community meetings may be scheduled and provided for under the direction of 
the Pastor and the Elders. 

ARTICLE XI: RECOMMENDATIONS & APPOINTMENTS 

Recommendations for any office or ministry shall be submitted to the Pastor prior to any 
appointment. The Pastor along with the Elders shall review all recommendations and make 
appointments. 

ARTICLE XII: MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1: Amendments 

This Scriptural Government (Bylaws) and the Articles of Incorporation may be amended at any 
regular or special meeting of the Elders by mutual agreement, provided that notice of intention 
to offer amendments be given one week prior to said meeting, and such notice shall explicitly 
describe the nature of the amendments. 

Section 2: Availability 

This Scriptural Government & Bylaws shall be made available as requested or needed. 

Section 3: Former Bylaws 

These Bylaws shall supersede any previous versions adopted by Life Community Network or 
Liberty Church, which are hereby rescinded and revoked, and all previous documents shall be, 
and are hereby abrogated, succeeded and declared to be of no further force or effect.   
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Adopted by the Pastor and Elders of Life Community Network this 25th day of the month of 
April in the Year of Our Lord 2013. 

 

 

Signed _____________________________________________________ Pastor 

     J.S. Peter Beck III 

  

_____________________________________________________ Elder 

      Thomas W. Cox 

  

_____________________________________________________ Elder 

   Ralph L. Hedgecock 


