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Journey to the Center 
 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And 
when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your 

teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:9-13 (ESV) 

Insight: I saw a church sign once that said, 
“Sinners Welcome.” What do you think it 
communicated to “sinners?” How did Jesus make 
people outside of the accepted religious group 

feel welcome and loved? How do we value mercy above sacrifice? 

 Christians are capable of being some of the meanest people on earth. 
This happens when we imagine that we are performing well enough to 
earn God’s approval and others are not. (Read Romans 3:9-12.) Why do 
you think people easily fall into this trap? 

 If we define sin as living life independently from God, the legalistic 
Christian, who thinks her own performance gives her an upper hand 
over those who obviously are not doing so well, is a chief offender. If 
you were God, how would you discipline a self-righteous Christian so 
that he would learn the lesson that he is no better than anyone else – 
only forgiven and blessed. 

 When we judge others, we condemn ourselves. Withholding mercy and 
forgiveness from others is a cardinal sin of Christianity. (Read Romans 
2:1-6.) The people we judge most harshly are the ones who reflect back 
to us our own shortcomings. What does this say about us? 

 Jesus had fuzzy edges and a solid core in his group of followers. It was 
easy to join and challenging to stick it out. He discipled people from the 
boundary to the center, taking them as they were and bringing them to 
maturity and obedience. People come to Christ with all kinds of 
expectations. Over time Jesus’ words weed out those who are not 
willing to follow him without reservation. Where are you in your 
journey to the center?  


