
WHY PARTNERSHIP? 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 

Jesus taught us that the greatest com-
mandment is to love God with all the 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. He also 
told us that if we seek first his kingdom and 
righteousness, everything else will fall into 
place. Being a follower of Jesus leads us to 
love God first and foremost. Secondly, Je-
sus shows us how to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. With the Spirit’s help, we are 
committed to loving and serving those who 
live around us in such a way that glorifies 
God, changes us, and opens hearts to listen 
to and believe the gospel. Becoming a mis-
sion partner means we make a commit-
ment to love God and people in a way that 
honors God and serves people. 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 

Jesus told his followers to go and make 
disciples, teaching them to obey his com-
mandments. One of these commandments 
is to be baptized in water, which is often a 
first step of surrender to our Lord. A disci-
ple, or follower of Christ, is a learner. We 
learn about Jesus’ teachings in order to 
put them into practice. In fact, we often 
learn best by first putting his command-
ments into practice. Afterward he gives us 
understanding. 
 

A disciple is someone who would rather 
die than disobey or dishonor his Lord. A 
disciple loves Jesus more than family, 
friends, wealth, job, education, power, 
prestige, fame, reputation, ambitions, 
dreams, or life itself. This is a tall order and 
can only be lived out with the help of 
God’s grace and the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 

A mission partner is committed to being a 
follower of Jesus who goes and teaches 
others to make the same commitment. A 
secret of Christianity is the priority of one-
on-one, life-on-life discipleship relation-
ships. A disciple follows a person named 
Jesus, who is Lord. We commit to go wher-
ever he may lead us and do whatever he 
says. A disciple is also a “fisher of men.” 
We learn from the Lord how to lead others 
to faith in Christ in order to help them be-
come followers of Christ. 
 

A disciple is different from a church goer. 
A church goer views his duty as a Christian 
in terms of attendance at church meet-

ings; whereas, a disciple understands that 
being the church is a 24/7 responsibility 
and takes place mainly outside of any 
planned meeting or church building. Jesus 
did most of his ministry as he was out and 
about in the communities he visited. Like-
wise, we ask God to give us opportunities 
to love and serve people as we go about 
our everyday lives. 
 

We use a VISA acronym to remind us of 
four essential parts of being the church to 
those who live around us. 

 

Visit. We believe that community 
is built when followers of Christ 

take the initiative to show interest in 
the lives of those who live, work, and play 
around them. As we spend time with peo-
ple, we can offer to pray for them and 
share Jesus when the opportunity arises. 

Invite.  Hospitality is a big part of 
being a Christian on mission. As 

we open our homes for dinners, 
parties, and fellowship, we communicate 
that people are important to us. When 
people see how much we care, maybe 
they will care about our message and our 
Lord. 

Serve. If we keep our eyes open, 
we will find ways to lovingly serve 
those who live around us. Ask 

God to show you how to put love into ac-
tion. 

Ask. Pray for those around you. 
Ask the Lord to bless them and 
give you opportunities to con-

nect, serve, and share with them. Also ask 
God to work in their lives. 

Some churches have membership, but we 
choose to use the word “partnership” to 
describe what it means to be committed 
to LifeNet’s mission and community. Mem-
bership communicates the idea of privi-
leges; whereas, partnership communicates 
working as a team to accomplish some-
thing. Membership may be exclusive and 
passive, but partnership is open and ac-
tive. We take Jesus’ command to go and 
make disciples seriously and believe all of 
us should be involved in some way. If you 
want to join us in our attempt to fulfill this 
mission, we ask you to join with us in the 
exciting adventure of learning to be fol-
lowers of Christ and fishers of men. 



 

LIFE COMMUNITIES 

HOW TO 
PARTNER 

WITH 

Becoming a mission partner means we com-
mit to being a regular participant in commu-
nity life. We meet as small groups called Life 
Communities in homes, restaurants, parks, 
and other venues. The purpose of these 
meetings is to help us grow in our knowledge 
of the Bible, in our relationships with one an-
other, and to mutually strengthen one an-
other. It is not easy to be a follower of Christ, 
and we need all the help we can get. Our Life 
Communities meet where and how they do in 
order to maximize the experience of commu-
nity and the reality of Christ in our midst. We 
believe Christian community involves know-
ing and being known. We can only truly love 
someone when we know who they are. Like-
wise, we can only experience authentic love 
when we allow people to really know us. Our 
communities are safe places to be ourselves 
and to advance in our journey with Christ. In 
the context of community we can learn to 
serve people and restore lives through love, 
the truth of the gospel, and the power of 
God’s Spirit. Life Communities seek to share 
what we have from God with  others. We are 
neighbors helping neighbors to experience 
God’s love. 

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 

In order to Partner with LifeNet, I agree to 
the following, realizing that we all depend 
on God’s grace and the indwelling Holy Spirit 
to help us keep our commitments. 
 

 I agree to be a follower of Christ and a 
fisher of men, to be water baptized, and 
live by Christ’s commands. 

 I agree to live by the Great Command-
ment and Great Commission—to love 
God, love people, and make disciples. 

 I agree to support and participate in 
LifeNet’s mission to share the gospel, 
serve people, and build community. 

 I agree to be governed by LifeNet’s 
Scriptural Government (Bylaws), which I 
have read. 

 I agree to protect the unity of LifeNet by 
refusing to gossip or complain and by 
seeking to biblically resolve any rela-
tional or other problems that may arise. 

 I agree to love, support, and follow 
LifeNet’s leadership team composed of 
the pastor, elders, and life community 
leaders. 

 I agree to financially support LifeNet on 
a regular basis with my tithes and offer-
ings. 

 
After reading this brochure and LifeNet’s 
Scriptural Government (Bylaws) and speak-
ing with a LifeNet representative, such as 
the Pastor (Network Director), an Elder, or a 
Life Community Leader, if you desire to Part-
ner with LifeNet, simply inform the repre-
sentative with whom you previously spoke. 
Upon review and approval by the Pastor and 
Elders, you will be welcomed as a Partner at 
a future Network Gathering. 

THE NETWORK 

Life Community Network is composed of all 
our Life Communities. We come together as a 
network at least once a month to worship, 
share vision and testimonies, and to rejoice 
in what God is doing in and through us. Being 
a mission partner means we are committed 
to the network as well as to the Life Commu-
nity to which we belong. 

I thank my God every time I          
remember you. 4  In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with 

joy 5  because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day   

until now,                                       
Philippians 1:3-5 (NIV) 


