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The Basis for Healing in the New Covenant 
 

When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2   
And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean.” 3  And Jesus stretched out his hand 

and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. 4  And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to 

anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them.” Matthew 8:1-4 (ESV) 

Insight: Lepers were unclean and required by the Law to be separate 
from clean people. Anyone who touched a leper became unclean. 

 What was the big question on the leper’s mind? 

 What do you suppose was the effect upon everyone who saw Jesus 
touch the leper? 

 What does God want us to take away from this passage? 

Read Matthew 8:5-13 and answer the following questions. 

 What did both the leper and centurion do to show their faith? 

 How did the centurion’s understanding of how authority works 
contribute to his faith? 

 How do we learn by comparing when Jesus’ healed through touch 
and when he did it with only a word? 

Read Matthew 8:14-17 and consider the following. 

Insight: Matthew tells us that Jesus healed to fulfill the words of Isaiah.  

But he lifted up our illnesses, he carried our pain; even though we 
thought he was being punished, attacked by God, and afflicted for 

something he had done. 5  He was wounded because of our rebellious 
deeds, crushed because of our sins; he endured punishment that made 

us well; because of his wounds we have been healed.                          
Isaiah 53:4-5 (NET1) 

Jesus accomplished our healing when he suffered for us. We too have 
the authority and power to heal in his name.  

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. Freely you 
received, freely give. Matthew 10:8 (NET1) 


